Paper presented.

temporary emplmu.cnt A list of the
officers and of the work they did, would
be supplied to the hon. member.

Mr, Holman: Will you give an assur-
ance that the vote will not be exceeded
as previously?

The TREASUR ER: OF course if there
was a rush of work the vote might be
exceeded. .

Ttem. Immigration, £1,000:

Progress reported.

House adjourned al 11.35 pam.

Legistative Tlssembly,
Tuesday, 2nd February, 1909.
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PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Mines: Return
showing the cost of and profit derivad
from crushing of ores at (he \Jerlllt(s
State Battery.

BILT—EXCESSK, 1907 and 1908,

Mesgame from the Governor rececived
and  read  recommending appropriation
for the purpuese of this Biil

QUESTION — MEAT COMMISSION
REPORT.

Mr. MOXGER {without notiee) asked
the Premier: Tn view of the importance

(63)
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 however,

State Butleries. 1821
of the evidence iaken in conneciion with
ihe Noval Commission appointed to in-
fuire into the meat question, will he canze
the evidenre and report to he prinied;
it not, why not? .

The PREMIER replied: Tt is propased
te print the report.

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE
TFERIES.

Linden Liwo-head Mill.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minisier for
Mines: 3, Wlat amount of stone has
been erushed at the two-head mill at Lin-
den wp  to Tecember 3lst, 1908 7
2, What amount of gold las
been waou  therelvem  over  the
plates—there being no eyanide
plani there? 3, What amount of revenue
has the CGovernment devived from the
two-head ill at Linden ta Deceinber
Alst, 1908 7 4, What has heen the expen-
diture on salaries, wages,fuel, stores, elc.,
to Deeemher 31st, 19087 5. What has
bheen the eost per tom put fhrongh the
iwo-ltlead mill at Linden np to December

LA -

Jlst, 1908!

The MINISTER FOR MINES veplivd :
1. 1,20GL toems. 2, LGUT.05 ozs. 3,
£641 10s. Gd. 4, Wages, £1.0358 122 114,
fuel, £410 12=; stores, #4635 1%, Al
Tatal, £1.963 45 2. 30 Cast per ton,
expendilure. 30s. 3.78d. These ensts

will be mueh reduced in the
fuiure, self-feeders having been erecied;
and a evanide plant, which will take wver
a proportion of the management cosls,
will sherliy he esmpleted.

Devon Consels Mill.

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Mines: 1. What amoeunt of stone has
been ecrushed at the Devon Consols mill
leased by the Government af Linden? 2,
What amount aof gold has been won
therefrom over the plates? 3., What
amount of sands has been treated by
rvanide, and what quantity of gold won?
4. What revenue did the Government
derive from  stone  crushed there? 3,
What was 1he expenditure on  wages,
fuel. water. stores. and upkeep of ihe
Deven Conzols mill at Linden? 6, YWhat
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was= the aetual cost of leasing the Devon
Consols mill? 7. What was the aetual
cost per ton of stome crushed there? 8,
Does not the Minister think that the dis-
trict of Linden warrants far better facili-
tier for crushing than the present two-
head mill %

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, 180%% toms. 2, 533.58 ouzs. 3, 261%%
tous tor 15230 ozs., valued at £311 12s.
9d. 4, £244. 5, wages, £204 Us. Gd.
fuel, £62 4s. 11d.; water, £91 10s.; stoves,
£132 4s. 8d. Total, £580 6s. 1d. G,
Leased at a vental of £5 per week. 7,
Cosi per ton, 24s. 2d. 8, 1 would prefer
to wail a few months more before express-
ing a definite opinion.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS,
STANDARD FRUIT CASES.

Mr. LAYMAN asked the Minister for
Agrienliure: Will the Government repre-
seni io the Commissioner of Railways the
advizability of ecarrying fruit packed in
standard eases at fixed rates per case,
according to distance, in order to encour-
age ihe move general use of packages
made of anr native wood, and ohviate the
extra weighing and handling now prae-
fised 9

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: The matter of the adoption of a
standard weight per case i5 now receiving
the attention of the Commissioner of
Railways.

QUESTION-—FRUIT INDUSTRY,
FACTORIES.

Mr. LAYMAN asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Whether. in view of the
rapid expansion of fruii-tree planting in
this Siate and the periodical glut of fruit
which is now heing experienced, and is
likely to be repeated, the Government will
consider the advisability of offering some
encouragement for the establishment of
pulping, . canning, and evaporvating faec-
fories in the principal fruit-producing
distriets?

The HONORARY MINISTER re-
plied: Yes.
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QUESTION—RAILWAY
CNATTENDED.

Mr. HOPKINS asked the Minister for-
Railways: 1, Is he aware that a consider-
able amount of goods are being regularly
lost or stolen by the present methods of’
leaving goods and parcels at unattended
railway stations? 2, What guarantee can
the departinent give that missing goods
in such instances have been delivered at
all? 3, Will the Minister have the matter
investigated, and aseertain whether it is
not practieable at stations and sidings of
importance to arrange for the wives of
feltlers to receive such goods, attend to
telephones, ete.® 4, Will the Minister ascer-
tain what success las attended these
methods in Vietoria, and what remunera-
tion is uvsually paid9

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, No. 2, The signature of the
guard that he has delivered the goods at
the siding. 3, This is already done wher-
ever practicable and where the business
warrants it.  In nany cages, however, it
cannot he arranged, owing fo the iniro-
duetion of flying gangs. 4, Yes.

STATIONS.

QUESTION — ABORIGINES FLOG-
GED, ANDERSON CASE,

Mr. GILL asked the Attorney Geueral:
1, Waz a person named Anderson some
time ago sentenced to imprisonment for
life by the Supreme Court of the State
for having severely flogged and thereby
caused the death of several aborigines in
the North-West portion of this State? 2,
Tf so, in what gaol is the said Anderson
at present incarcerated?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
T shall be glad to allow the hon. member
to peruse the departmental papers con-
nected with the case referred to.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTS’
PRO¥ESSTONAL TITLES.

Mr., NANSON asked the Minister for
Works: What are the names of the 29
men now called ‘¢ Assistant Fngineers,”’
and said on the Works Estimates to
have been previously ‘fotherwise desig-
nated,”” and in what capaeity were they
each iirst emploved by the Government¥
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THE MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The following are the uflicers re-
ferred to:—R. J. Anketell, designation on
Estimates. assistant engineer; former de-
signation, Superiniendent Rabbii Proof
Fence; Appeal Board designation, engi-
neer survevor: st emploved 1st August,
1894 as survevor. W. .J. Hancock, desig-
nation on Estimates, assistanl engineer;
former desiznation, Govermnent Eleetri-
cian; Appeal Board designatien, Govern-
ment Electrician and Inspecting Engineer
for Central Board of Health; first em-
ploved July, 1884 as electrical engineer.
R. A, BRolland. designation on Esfimates,
assistant engineer; former designation, as-
sistant to Engineer-in-Chief; first em-
ployed, 1st June, 1896, as engineer sur-
veyor. J. Stoddart, designation on Esti-
males, assistant engineer; former designa-
tion, resident engineer; Appeal Board des-
ignation, assistant engineer; first em-
ploved, 4th Septemnber, 1894, as engineer
surveyor. W, Ripper, designation on Es-
timates, assistant engineer: former desig-
nation, resident engineer; Appeal Board
designation, assistant engineer; first em-
ployed, April, 1891, as assistant snrveyor.
F. H. Carlin, designation on Estimates,
assistani engineer; former designation.
resident engineer: Appeal Board designa-
tion, assistant engineer and engineer to
Fremantle Harbour Trust; first employed,
13th October. 1844, as engineer surveyor.
W. H. (‘astilla. designation on Estimates,
assistant engineer, former designation. res-
ident engineer: Appeal Board designa-
tion. assistanl engineer and engineer to
Fremantle Harbour Trust; first emploved,
1st September, 1896, as assistant engineer.
W. H. Shields, designation on Estimates,
assistant engineer; former designation,
resident engineer; Appeal Board desie-
nalion. assistant engiteer; first emploved,
30th Januarv, 1893, as engineer cadet.
W, Carrington. designation on Estimates,
assistant engineer: former designation,
resident envineer; Appeal Board designa-
tion, assistant engineer: first employed,
13th January, 1897, as assistant engineer.
D. (’Connell, designation on Estimates,
assistani engineer; former designation,
resident eugineer; Appeal Board designa-
tion. asgistant engineer: first employed,
23rd Qciober, 1896, as draftsman. J. T.
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Burnctt, designation on Estimates, ussist-
ant engineer: former designation. engi-
neer surveyor: Appeal Board designation,
engineer survevor; first emploved, 27th
April, 1896, as land resumplion surveyor,
C. H. Babington, designaiton on  Esti-
mates, assisiant engineer: foviner designa-
Lion, engineer surveyor; Appeal Board de-
signation, assistant engineer:  first cw-
ployed, 13th Augnst, 1894, as surveyor.
. Benueti. desigmalion on Estimates, as-
sistant  enmincer: former designaiion,
works manager: Appeal Board designa-
lion, nssistanl engiveer: first emplayed,
Tst Marel, 1847, as workshops manager,
G. F. Hickson, designulion on Estimates,
assistant engineer: former designalion,
resident engincer: Appeal Board desizna-
tion, assistant engineer: first employed,
6th July, 1896, as assistant  engineer.
J. W. Barker, designalion on Esiimates,
assistant engincer; former designalion,
rezident enginger; Appeal BRoard desig-
nation, assistant engineer: first employed,
16th Octuber, 1894, as drafisman, J, T,
Wilson, designation on Estimales, assist-
ant engineer: former edesignation, engi-
neer survevor; Appeal Board designation,
engineer surveyor; first emploved. T6th
October. 180, as  draflsman. W, T,
Baird, designation on Estimates, assistant
engineer, former designation, engineer
surveyor; Appeul Board designation, en-
wineer surveyor ; first emploved, 22nd
November, 1893, as draft=man. W. .
Dartnall, sdesignation on Estimates, as-
sislant engineer, former designation, en-
gineer surveyor; Appeal Board designa-
fion, engineer surveyor; first employed,
9th February, 1892, as draftsman. R.
Taxlor, designation on Estimates, assistant
cngineer; former desigmation, survevor;
Appeal Board designation. engineer sur-
veyar; first employed. 1st March, 1897, a4
surveyor. (i, N. Simpson. designation nn
Estimates. assistant engineer: former des-
jemation, supervisor: Appeal Board des-
ignation, assistant engineer: first em-
ploved, 20th March, 1896, as supervisar.
A. W, Henderson. designation on Fasti-
mates, assistant engineer: former designa-
tion, surveyor: Appeal Board designation.
engineer survevor; first emploved. 13th
Avgust, 18394, as feld assistant. J°. (0.
Duily, desternation on Fetimales, nscislan®
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engieer; former designation, surveyor;
Appeal Board designation, engineer sur-
veyor; first employed, 9th April, 1895, as
dreafisman. T. Lyneh, desigunatlion on Es-
timates, assistant engineer; former desig-
nation, surveyor: Appeal Board designa-
tion, assistant engineer; first employed,
February, 1896, as assistant  surveyor.
A. S, Emery, designation on Estimates,

assistant engineer; former designation.
surveyor; Appeal Board designalion,

asgistant engineer; first employed, 11th
January, 1894, as deaftsman. G. F.
Shenion, designation on Estimates, assist-
ant engineer; former designation, junior
assistant engineer; Appeal Board designa-
tion, assistant engineer; first employed,
Ist Aprl, 1397, as engineer cadet.

Mr. JOHNSON: Is not the answer the
Mimster is now reading a relurm? It is
not a reply to the question, T understand
it was always ruled that in cases of this
kind the Minister has to supply a return.

Mr. SPEAKER: The information is
asked for in the form of a question.

Mr. JOHNSON: Other questions have
been sabmitted - asking for returns, and
nmembers have been informed that the in-
formation eannot be obiained by that
means.

Mr, NANSON: All T asked for was the
names of 20 centlemen, and the capacity
in which they were first- employed by the
Government.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister in his
reply is piving informnation that was not
asked for. If the answer had been re-
sfricted tv a pure reply to the question
the informaiion wonld have taken a very
much shorter time to read.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS con-
tinuing his reply to the question said: K.
J. Paterson, designation on Estimates, as-
gistant  enmneer; ftormer designation,
junior assistant ehgineer; Appeal Board
desigmation, assistant engineer; first em-
ploved, 1st July, 1886, as junior cerk.
W, Trvine, designation on Estimates, as-
sistant  engineer; former designation,
junior assistant engineer; Appeal Board
designation, assistant engincer; first em-
ployed, 1st November, 1397, as engineer
eadet. A. R. Kelly, designation on Esti-
maiex, assistant engineer: former designa-
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tion, draftsman ; Appeal Board desig-
nation, assistant engineer; first employed,
19th June, 1891, ss draftsman. C. P.
Summers, designation on Estimates, assist-
ant engineer; former designation, sur-
vevor; Appeal Board designation, assist-
ant engineer; first employved, 25th Sep-
temnber, 1894, as engineer surveyor.

BILL—LOAN, £1,445,000,
Appropriation Message
AMessage from the Governor received
and read recomnmending appropriation in
connection with this Bill.

Bill introduced.

The TREASURER moved for leave to-
introduce a Bill for “An Act to author-
ise the raiging of a sum of one million
four hnndred and forty-five thousand
pounds by loan for the construction of
certain Public Works, and for other pur-
poses.”

Question passed;
read a first time.

Bill introduced ani

Second Reading.

The TREASURER {(Hon. Frank Wil-
son) in moving the second reading said:
I propose to follow the practice adopted
in this House a few years ago and which
has been the uniform practice for the
past ten years. Immediately I have fin-
ished, I presume the Leader of the Op-
position  will move the adjournment of
the debate, and then I hope by lhe time
the debate is resnmed, if not before then,
the Loan Estimates will he distributed,
and T may then move the House into
Committee to congider them in pursuance
of the Message from the Governor, which
will be presented in due comse. T am
anxious to have the Loan Estimates here,
because the Loan Bill and the Estimates
are inseparably bound together, ome be-
ing the natural corollary of the other,
giving hon. members the fullest informa-
tion, not only as regards the proposed
expendifure for the present financial
vear, but also the expenditure for 1910,
and ultimately the cost of the completion
of the works enumerated. I am sorry to
say that owing to a elerical error, I was
abliged to have a portion of the Estimates
reprinted; hence the reason of my in-
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ability to supply them to members this
afternoon.  As soon as they come to
hand they will be distributed. This Loan
Bill gives me the necessary authority to
raise monev for the purposes of the
works sef out in the schedule, and the
Estimates when we bave them before us,
are the anthority to spend speeifie
amounts on certain works during the pre-
sent finaneial vear. The schedules of the
Loan Bill will be found fully incorpor-
ated in the general summary of the Esti-
mates, and I venture to think when we
have discussed the Estimates fully in
Committee, there will be very litile left
to debate in conneetion with the Loan
Bill with, perhaps. the exeepiion of that
elause which deals with the reduetion of
the amount of the sinking fund. The
object of course, of this Bill as lon.
members who have been in Parliament
previously to this session are awave, is,
that I should be able to put the general
Loan Tund in suflieient credit to meet
the expenditure of cur publie works and
developmental poliey to March, 1910.
That poliey of progress and advancement
which hon. members will remember was
undertaken some three or four yvears ago
in the face of-depression, is a poliey which
has meant, I venture to think, so much
for Western Australia, having developed
our agrieultural resources, and put them
on a finm foundation, so that progress
and prosperity may he the resnlt. It was
a policy whieh, I think, fainter hearts
mizhi have held back from pursuing, aml
perhaps some might Lave lost heart even
during ihe last two ov three years in con-
neetion therewith. I think it will be ad-
mitted it is ope which is slowly but surely
placing our State on a solid and pros-
perous Foundation. There cannot be the
slightest doubt that Western Australia
with its vast area and the vastness of its
great possibilities, iz destined to (Il a
foremost place in Anstralia.  Evervone
wil admit that the poliey of land settle-
ment ought to receive consideration not
only for our agrienlturists. but also ‘o
open up and develop our mineral resour-
ces, and that it is one which is bound to
suceced. T bave only to point to the
immense stacks of wheat awaiting ship-

ment at Fremantle at present fo show
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that it iz suceeeding, and that while now
it is in its initial stages, it points to a
bhetler result as years go on.

My, Underwood: Ol ves!

The TREASURER: T hiope the hou.
member will cheer toudly and long. He
ought to do so if he has the capacity to
realise what is going on in the out-back
country, and [ believe, he has. Those
members who have taken up land in
Western Australia are doing their little
towards the State's advancement; and
are doing their part in bringing about
the result which T forecasted. With re-
gard fo the General Loan Fund itself,
let me briefly explain to the House how
it stands at the present time. T must of
necessity to some little extent repeat
what I stated to the House when deliver-
ing my Budget speech. The total loan
authorisations at the end of June last
vear, as [ then informed the Hounse, were
£20,74),2533. Of this amount there was.
reserved for flotation expenses and dis-
counts £686,003; leaving a halance of
£20,054,250, to be devoted to works and
services of the State. To the end of June-
last, we had expended out of this am-
onnt a foial of £18,655,008, so that at
that date we had an unexpended balance
of authorisations, which hon. members
will find clearly shown in the general
summary atlached te the Leoan Esh-
mates when they arrive, amounting to
£1.399.242, Against this we have to sei
off the expenditure which bhas taken
place beiwecen the 30th of June last year
and the end of that vear. which hax
amounted from Loan Fund to £308400;
and from Loan Suspense Account to
£179,051. In addition to that, we have
the expenditure from Loan Suspense Ae-
eount during the last  finaneial year
whirh amounted to £88,902: a total of
£576,333; leaving a halance at the end
of the year of £822.889. Of course, the
cxpenditure T have referred to here has
taken place during the past six months,
and has been authorised by Parliament
in the Loan Estimates of the last finan-
eial year, and by Appropriation Bills
which have been passed from time to
time. The whole of our autherisations
up to date have been raised with the
exception of a small sum of £8483 So
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that if we deduet this small amount from
the bhalance I referred to just previously,
1 ought to have in hand on  aecount
of luan funds £814,404. That is nominally
the balance of cash ihat should be stand-
ing te the eredit of the General Loan
Aceount. Of eonrse, hon. members are
aware that these funds are merged in
the general eash aceount of the Htate,
so that they are outlined to cover such
ilems as our ordinary deficit on Consoli-
dated Revenue Account, and also Swores
Aceount.  These ave  the 1wo  main
items.  Together they amount to some-
thing Hke £630,000, and they are iem-
purarily ceavered by loan funds. as well
as of course the general revenue of the
‘State and any trust funds which may be
in the hands of the Treasurer. At pre-
sent therefore. there is virtually very
little cash available and it is quite ne-
cessary that we should in the near futwre
take the first available opportunity of
going to the market to raise further
money. T have made arrangements as is
eustomary when we want money for an
overdraft, with onr bankers in Loudon.
The position so far as our account in
London is concerned is that £250,000
mav be overdrawn at bank rate with a
minimum of 3% per cent. The position
of our account is approximately as fol-
lows:—AL the end of the present month,
the 28th February, I estimate we shall be
overdrawn to the tune of £68,000, but
on the 3lst of Mareh the overdraft will
be £55,000. e will have during the
month of April heavy payments of in-
terest and sinking fund to meet, and
our overdraft at the end of April, will,
I estimate, be £232,600. If we go on
and have not raised a loan in the mean-
time, we shall then have to receive fur-
ther accommodation; and at the 3lst
May we ghall require £314,000, and on
the 30th June £310.000. T may explain
the variation of these amounts—one
month will oceasionally show a decrease
on the previous month—by the faet
that  we have £150,000 worth of
Treasury Bills which have been redeemed
from the Savings Bank by payments
from general aceount at this end, this
being equivalent to the remitlance of a
like amount 1o London at ihe rate of £30,-
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000 monthly. The indebledness per head
of our population is always ecousidered
as being some erifevion as to the sound-
ness of our horrowing poliex. | gave

~some figures in my Budget speech,  On

the 30th June last it amounted 1o £66
125, 9d. in comparizon with £60 135 Sd.
in June of the previnus yvear, 1907, Since
then the balance of aur luan flafation of
June last year, £630.000 las been re-
ceived, so (hat by the 31st Decewber the
indebtedness per head had increaszed to
£68 1s. 7d. This, alihough a conzider-
able inerease, does net by any  means
consfitnte a record =o far az Western
Australia is coneerned. For 1 find on
logking up the figures that on the 30th
June, 1902—the highest point reached
in this respect—ihe net indebtedness
was £69 106s, 5d. per head of population.
In 1903 it weni down to £67 8s. 110.: in
1904 it was £63 19s. 3d., in 1205 £061 19Ys.
5d., in 1906 £64 3s. 8d. and in 1907 £66
13s. 8d. It is still, notwithstanding the
extra amount I have mentioned. very
mueh below the neighbouring States of
Queensland and South Austraiia, both
of which "States are over £77 per
head of the population. The new Lwan
Bill makes provision, as T mentioned at
the iuception; fo carry on the works
policy of the Government and of Parlia-
ment until the 31st Mareh, 1910. The
Loan Estimates will naturaily provide
for expenditure to 30th June of the pre-
sent year. It wounld be a bad pelicy for
me to have just sufficient loan funds to
earry on until the 30th June.

My, Johason: You must eonsider your
SuCCessor,

The TREASURER: Qv owrselves at
a later period.

Mr. Seaddan: You propose spending
the money wnder the new Loan Bill by
the 31st Mareh, 1910.

The TREASURER: Thai is so. Now
I' wish to point out that if the popula-
tion of the State eontinues to increase
at the same rate as it has increased dur-
ing the last ealendar wvear the net in-
debtedness at that time, that 1s oi the 31st
Mareh, 1810, will be £6% 8s. 2d. per head
of the population, or 8s. 3d. lesz than it
was eight vears ago, In my Budgel specch
I endeavoured to show—and I think I
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succeeded in  this—that the credit of
Western Australin is  perfectly sound
and that we need have no fear whatever
in applying to the London market, or if
the money be there, even io the loeal
market for the purpose of raising the
necessary funds to carry on our works.
1 think T showed then that owr loan
flotations had beeu more favourably re-
ceived during the past two vears than
for some time previously. And T
would new like to point ont to
the House that these fotations were
more  tavourable (o the State than
was the 4 per cent. Australian loaus
finated by the then Treasurer in 1903.
*Y an uol making any invidious eompari-
gon; I doe not intend it as sueh. I know
well what were the cirenmstances. T
kunow there was a siringeney in the Lon-
don money market, and that at that time
the Treasurer was quite entitled fo avail
himself of the Australian money offered
to him, even though it cost considerably
more than subserquent flotations,  But
those loans have cost us—making allow-
ance for redemption at par af the end of
20 years, £4 1s. 3d. per cent. And if
we allow, further, the exchange between
Australia and London, where the money
15 regquired to meet our interest and sink-
ing fund bills and in connection with in-
dents of railway and other malerial, it
wonld have eost us £4 2s. 10d. per cent.
as against £3 18= per cent. for our last
{oan if ealenlated on the same eurrency
of 20 vears, ov. taking the currency
at 40 vears, then it has cost £3 15s. 11d.
This I think answers conclusively and
at once the many arguments advanced
from time to time in the Press and else-
where in Western Australia, to show that
Australian flotations are better in  the
interests of our State; better becanse, it
lia= been argued. it keeps the interest pay-
ments within the Commonwealih. Thal
is undoubtedly good, and [ admit that the
moare money we can keep within the four
corners of Australia the better Yor all
eoncerned ;  and that if we could only
keep 1t in the State of Western Australia,
it would be much better again for our own
people. Bnt it must not be forgotten
that the more Governments borrow from
people ready to lend money in the Com-
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monwealth, the less chance is there of
privaie borrowers being able to raise
the eapital required for dJevelopmental
purposes. Thus, by borrowing within
the Commonwealth we to some extent
place a restriction on private enterprise..
Henee although we send the interest pay-
ments gut of the countrv we ave at all
events not lncking up the eapital within
the Commonweaith. Of course the question
of finance is intricate in ithe extreme, and’
it 13 wise that we should bear in mind
that money has its market value just the-
same as any other commedity. And I
think it will be admitted that it is the-
duty of any treasurer to borrow the
money required for the works of the
State in the cheapest possible market.
Now, turning to the clauses of this Bill,.
and pavtievlarly to that clause which will,
of eourse, reeeive special consideration at
the hands of members—the sinking fund’
clauge—1 may sav thal, as meniioned in
my Budget Speech, hon. members will
find that we propose to reduce the amount
of the sinking fund on this lpan to one-
haif per eent. T think it has generally
beeir conceded of late vears that whalst
the Kastern States have been snme-
what remiss in the matter of sinking
funds, Western Australia has perhaps to
some extent gone to the other extreme.
In that eonmection, we have of course in-
flicted upon the people a burden which,
whilst comparatively lizht in the early
days, in the hoom days of Western: Aus-
tralia, is now having its full effect; and
T think it will be admitted thai it is
greater than we can ask our people to
bear, more especially in view of the
altered position of our finance and of the
shrinkage, from various eauses, in our
revenue. I may mention that the sink-
ing funds of the other States are not of
any serious momnent as compared with
that of Western Australia, and the
provision wade for our loans ageregating
some twenty millions of money, is almost
as great as the provizion made for
the tolal indebtedness of the whole of the
other States put together, a sum aggre-
gating £226,000,000. XNew South Wales
has standing to the eredit of her sinking
fund the small amounnt of £223,000. Tha:
is largely to be aitributed to the fact that
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her Conmissioners are authorised to make
payments Lo the general sinking fund of
any sums specially voted and whieh are
utilised 1o purchase or redeem stock from
time 1o time as they think fit. This has
been done, thus making it impossible for
the sinking fund to grow to any large ex-
tent by invesiment. Vietoria has to the
eredit of her sinking fund £612,000, Tas-
mama £305,000, whereas in  our ease
the sinking tund amounts to £1,968,988.
Queensland has praetically nil. It must
be admiited that we eannot interfere with
the sinking funds already provided for by
Statute on previous loan flotations; they
are statutory of course, and must be
maintained. But there is no reason what-
ever why what is considered by authori-
ties to be a reasonable rate of sinking
fund and what is suggested to be such by
the Commonwealth authorities aud the
Commonwealth Government, should not
be adopied so far as our future loans are
concerned. Had oor sinking fund eon-
tributions been at one-half per cent. in-
stead of one per cent, one and a-
half per eent., and three per cent. as

they are to-day, we should have
been paving £85000 per annum to-
wards the sinking fund, instead of

£24:4,000 the amount of the contributions
during this financial year. Now one-half
per eeni. invested at 3 per cent. compound
interest will redeem itself in G6 years,
whereas one per cent, takes 47 years to
do the same. Tt will be seen therefore
that there is not o very great diffevence
bhetween the two. It is only a matter of
19 vears longer to redeem (he iotal in-
debiedness, aml I venture to think that
hon. membhers will agree that if we pay
off the principal in GG years, considering
the nature of our assets we are doing 2
fair thing hy those who lend us this
money,  The Eastern Stales apparvently
considered thal the nature of their assets
did not make ii necesarv to create exten-
sive sinking funds in the past and. as 1
mentioned just now, the Commonwealth
proposes one-half per cent. as sinking
fund, Evidenily the concensus of
opinion, not only of the Commonwealth,
but of all our neighbonrs in the Fastern
States, 18 at any rate that one-half per
cent. i ample.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Mr. CQollier: The Commonwealth have
not considered ilie matter yet.

The TREASURER: The Common-
wealth have considered it in. conneetion
wilh the (ransfer of debis question. The
Commonwealth propose 1o take over the
whole of the existing liabilities; and they
say that in their opinion one-half per
cent. sinking fund is the right amount
to provide for the liguidation of these
debts. Tt way be coutended that to take
this conrse will he to injure the eredit of
the State. 1 do not think that it will.
Other States’ stocks stand as high, and
in some eages higher than Western Auns-
tralis, and one has only to wateh the mar-
ket as I have done day by day, and to see
fluctuations in the guotations and com-
pare the price of our stocks wilh those of
the Bastern Siates to eome to the conclu-
sion that it is not the sinking fund which
coutrols the wmatter, but the permanency
of population, and the settlement and
cullivation of the land—which are greaier
factors in the nation’s ervedit than any
question of sinking funds. I do wnot for
a moment wish to decry or helittle the
sinking funds. T believe that they mre a
wise provision. 8o far as Tam concerned T
lope T shall never be called upun o be a
party ta fioat a loan withoat a sinking
fand attached to it: bhut 1 do sayv that in
the past we have made more than reuason-
able provision. more than is required in
this connection. 1 hope the House wilt
agree with me when I zay that a haif per
cent. sinking fund will be sufficient,

My, Johnson: Do vou propose it in
connection with this loan?

The TREASURER: Yes. I say that
the permanency of population and the
settlement and cultivation of the land are
the main factors, and in thiz connection
we are fast coming into line with the
Jastern States: and. as 1 #aid before, our
land geitlement that is eoming on apace
must hear nat only {he vesult T have re-
ferred to in regard to exporl. bui also the
result that the eredit of the State will he
wore stable and less liable to Anctualion
than it has heen in 1he past. 1t is argmed
that the alienation of Crown lands hns
the effect of reducing our evedit: bt |
cannat aeree with that contention: Tinain-
{ain that the alienation of Crown lands
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does not reduce the value of the security
one ioia. It is of little moment under
what title land is held so long as it re-
tains its productive power and its ability
to eontribute to the revenue of the State;
and the only way to make land revenue-
produeing is to put it in the hands of the
citizens of the State: as Crown land it
carries no value whafever as an asset.

Mr. Underwood: What is the value of
the pastoral leases?

The TREASURER: The value of land
is the amount of taxation we ean raise out
of it and the amonnt of wealth one eim
produce from i

My, Underwood: Do you not get £60,000
a year frvom pastoral leases? They arve
Crown lands.

The TREASURER: I will ask wem-
bers to turn now to the schedule of this
Bill which sets forth the works for which
it iz proposed to raise money; aml the
first #ems, from 2 to 20, are those in con-
nection  with owr rallway econstruction.
Among these ilems it will be ohserved on
a close serutiny that the only absolutely
new propositions ave three. The first is
provision for the construction of a rail-
way {rom Dowerin easiward for 90 miles.
The survex of this line has been com-
menced. and it has been explained by the
Premier that the route will run wore or
less parallel to and at a disiance of ahout
30 miles away from the Eastern Railway.
It is estimated that this line will open up
a huge quantity of fertile country. 1
think the quantity of land to be tapped
iz estimated to be two million acves.

My, Underwood: It 1= already alienated.

The TREASURER: That does not
matter.

3fr. C'ollier: Then you are providing for
expenditure on a railway to  which the
House has not yet agreed.

The TREASTRER: I am asking the
House to agree to it now. We have not
spent the money. I now ask Parliament
for amthority to raise the money. Then
comes the next check, when Parliament ix
asked to pass a Bill for constructing the
line. If that goes through, then the
House is asked to pass a sum on the Loan
Estimaies for the construction of the line.
I am merely pointing ont the three new
itemsz embodied in this Bill, items thai

(2 Feeruary, 19091

-¢ilities at Bunbury.

Second reading. - 1829
have not yet received any voie. The next
item is the Goomalling-Wonganr railway,
36 miles, to tap the country in the neigh-
bourbood of the Wongan Hills, and to
develop an area which, to some exient, is
alrendy setiled bevond Croomalling,

Mr. Collier: Only £5,000 for 36 miles
of railway?

The TREASURER: This is only par-
tial expenditare; but I will deal with that
later o, The next new item in connec-
tion wilh railways is the Nannine-Meeka-
thartn line, 25 miles. This needs no
speeial mention on my part. The ques-
tiom has been fully debated in the TTouse,
and a Bill has already been passed au-
thovising the construction of the line.
Now, take harbours and rvivers. Therz2
is & new item providing for eoaling fa-
Hon. members have
heard of the bunkering industry  which
has developed very rapidly during the
last 12 or 18 moaths, and whieh received
its impetus from the Neweastle strike in
1007. Tt has sleadily progresged. until
to-day over 100 steamers have heen bun-
kered with Collie coal, principally at Bun-
hury, totalling something like 20,000
tons.  There is alsa a propoesal which
menthers will see, and which T am deeply
inferested in, and that s lhe jetty exten-
gion and harbour improvemenis at Bus-
selton. Tt is proposed to construet a
new approach to the main jetty some
halk-way down its length, {0 strengthen
the outer partion of the old jetty in order
that locomotives may iravel freely with
loaded trueks over if, and also {a extend
the jetiv 1,500 feet, and provide a depth
of 23 feet of water at the end. Opera-
iions in  the timber country along the
Blackwood River are likely (o assume
considerable proportions as soon os these
facilities are given; and in view of the
near completion of the railway from Jar-
rahwond to Nannup, the W.A. Jarrah
Saw Mills Company are already putting
in branch lines and commencing the con-
struction of larve timber mills.

3Mr. Holman: They should have had
them eompleted by this time; thev have
had the land long enough.

The TREASURER: The hon, member
must admit thal we prohibited them from
consirneting their own lines any disrance
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to darraliwood, and decided to construet
& new line fo Nanoup; and wuntil our
railway was there for them to couple up
with, it was little use their putting ap
saw-mills and entting timber.  Further
than that, it is of little use putting on
hundreds of men to provide timber for
export until we have the harbour faeili-
ties. 1 am sure they are prepared to
push on as fast as the Government can
wet their work completed, and in view of
the completion of the railway they ave
already putting in hraneh lines and eom-
menecing the construction of large mills,
with an estimated output of 80 loads a
day. 1t is estimated, so the company’s
attorney tells me, that they will be ship-
ping from Busselton, providing the facili-
ties are given, 30,000 to 40,000 loads of
sawn and hewn timber per annum. They
are prepared to guarantee the Govern-
ment’ that the revenne from the jetty for
shipping the timber and for the vessels
they echarter to~ utilise the jetty, will
amount o £2,000 per annim for a period
of 10 vears. They are prepared to enter
mto a hond that we shall veceive nothing
less than £2,000 per annum from fhem
for harbour and jetty dues. This in it-
self would justify the Government in
promptly undertaking the extra facilities
for the work down there, but 1 under-
stand there is a eonsiderahle numher of
other leases held in that district—ALl-
lars’ people have timber country and
others hold leases—which will be worked,
the timber from which will be shipped
from Busselton; and I have no hesita-
fion in saving that I honestly believe
this is one of the hest husiness pro-
positions fhat has been placed before the
Parliament of Western Australia for
several vears.  In comneelion with the
item. Tmprovements to Harboms and
Rivers, there is £35,000 provided to give
greater facilities and a greater depth of
water at Geraldton. This has heen ren-
dered neecesrary in order to meet the rap-
idly erowing trade in the export of wool
and grain.  There is also provision to
inergase the wharfage accommodation at
Port Hedland, if it be found necessary,
as it is anficipated it will he, wlien the
Marble Bar railway is consirueted. With
rerard to water supply and sewerage,
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money has heen provided—and +his is
the only new item under the heading—to
put down deep bores on the Trans-
Australian  railway ronte. The hores
will he put down adjaceeni to the surveyed °
route of the railway, and ir needs no
words of mine to point out that if per-
manent water can be found along the
route it will open up an immense tract of
countsy which can he utilised for grazing
purposes. With rvegard to the other
items, that for the development of 2old-
fields and mineral resources will be best
dealt with by the Minister for Mines when
we come to it. Tt iz a work of vast im-
portanee to our State, and notwithstand-
ing the fact that T hope and helieve. and
every member hopes, that we will, as
vears go by, be more independenl, to
some extent, of this industry, that is ihat
our agrieultural industry will make such
strides that we will not fear a slump in
the mining industry, yet it is of such im-
portance to us to-day, and will still con-
tinue to be of such importance to West-
ern Australia, that we eannot hui have
confidence in making provision For its
proper <evelopment. The same c¢an he
said with regard lo the development of
agrieulture, and I might mention in con-
nection with this vote (hat a sum of
£10,000 has been provided for =urveys
before zelection, which is iniended to be
spent for the purpose of establishing the
poliey the Premier has adopted inrcon-
neetion with land settlement. Ttems 45
and 46 will of ecourse require speeial con-
sideration at fthe hands of the House.
They cover an expenditure of £56.000 for
new roads and bridges in country and
woldfields distriets and for feeders to
railways.  The need for roads in our
out-hack disiricts has been voiced by
every member of this Assembly; and it
15 the natwral ontecome of the develop-
ment poliey and also the development of
our mining centres; wnay, indeed. it is
essential to our railway svstem. Tt stands
to reason that if our railway system is
to he successful and prosperous. that if
our settlers are to suceeed, we musi give
them means of transit by road as well as
by rail; and T eannof admit the areu-
ment which is often repeated in this
House. that reproduetive works must ne-
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ces-arily be works for which a charge
ean he made, or works which will show
a diveet return. 1t is true that railways
are direeihr reproductive, whereas roads
are not, but there are many works in-
direetly reproductive which, perhaps, give
a reater return to the State than some
of those that give a direct return to the
revinue. [i seems to me that when we
aive roads boards power to horrow money
to consirner roads we recognise it is a
leritimate means of  expending leoan
meneys o provide (hese facilities. When
we have not the vevenue to provide for
rosulz construeetion we should, with moder-
atinn and with due caution, be not afraid
to spend loan money in providing what is
an abselute necessity for the well-being
of our people.

Mr. Bath: What does the term “Fre-
mantle high level bridge’’ méan?

The TREASURER: Itis to complete
the high level bridge at Fremantle. Mem-
herz must know there has been a consider-
able amount of trouble in connection
with ihis work; there has been the cut-
ting down of the hridge, the doing away
with the low level bridge used for road
traflie, and the widening of the high level
bridlge in wrder to earry tramways and
vehicular iraffie. There has heen much
difficulty. Money was provided on last
vear's Esiimates and was given by the
Government for earrying out this work;
bui thoze who had the duty in  hand
failed o eomplete it and now there is
the position, T am afraid. that the Gov-
erminent will have 1o take possession of
the hridges and conelude the work., Tt
would be impossible to leave the work
as ii is ai present. As to roads and
hridges I might point out we have not
gone anvihing like so far in providing
these facilities from Toan Fund as our
Eastern  neighbours have done. New
South Wales expended to the 30th June,
1907, £1,784,000 on roads and hridges
from Loar Funds.

Mr. Jolnsow:
hetier.

The TREASURER : We do it.

Mr. Jolknson: Why these comparisons?

The TREASURER: If T did not pro-
vide comparisons the hon. member would
be jumping te hiasty  coneinstons and

We want to go one
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would vote wrongly on this measure.
The percentage of the New South Wales
expenditure on roads and bridges to the
fotal  loan expenditure of the State is
215, Vietoria has spent from loap in
voads and bridges £175,000, or .33 per
cent. of the total loan expenditure.
Queensland has spent £974,000 out of
Loan Fund for roads and bridges.

Mr. Bath: It is only through a rigid
policy ol non-borrowing for ihree or
four yvears that they have been able in
Queensland to get square.

"'he TREASCURER: That State has
developed her resourees, and she has a
population of about double ours. South
Australia, which ihe Leader of the Op-
pusition often holds up for our example
as an idenl State——

AMr. Bath: The Minister is wrong; I
have only held up the attitude of the
Price Ministry as ideal.

The TREASURER: South Australia
las spent £1,464,000 on roads and bridges,

all on roads with the exception of
£16,000, the total being 522 per
cent. of her total loan expenditure.

Western Australia has spent £158,000,
being .9 per cent. of her total loan ex-
penditure. Tasmania has spent £2,430,000
heing 2531 per ceni. of her total loan
expenditure.  Tasmania s a  eountry
whieli demands road construction and,
perhaps. in many instances demands
roads o priority o railwavs, hence the
large expenditure.

Mr. Bath: And what posifion did it
land lier into up to three or four vears
ago?

The TREASURER:
had bad {imes as olher States have.
When I landed in Australia some 22
years ago a slump was taking place in
Queensland, and it continued for some
13 vears. In Vietoria, after the boom
burst. there were 10 or 12 vears of de-
pression.  New Souih Wales suffered
equally  from depression. and South
Australia had about 17 vears of it. That
iz what we are tryving to prevent here,
and, I venture to think, had i not been
for our progressive poliey of land settle-
ment. railway construetion, water eonser-
vation. putling down of ariesian hores

That State has
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and the provision of other facilities,
through (he assistance of loan moneys,
and in face of depression and with a
shrinking revenue, we would have had
10 or 12 years of depression which
would have been gradually getting worse
and worse. The policy we enunciated
three or four years ago and have at-
tempted bo carry out, the policy we are
now asking Parllament {o grant us
power to coulinue, is going to set West-
ern Australia on her feet, will prevent
such a terrible depression arising as has
existed at times in the other States, and
will make hev permapently prosperous.
I cannot say this too often. My friends
opposite are frequently so dense that it
reqnires one to be gonstantly hammering
at them, otherwise they would scout the
idea that such is the case. They
should support the Government in their
proposals in this diveetion. The last item
I have to refer fo on the schedule is
that of public buildings. The amount
shown i the schedule is to provide for
the completion of the whaole «f the build-
ings enumerated on page 23 of the Loan
Estimates. Of this sum £74148 is for
works which have already been author-
ised on previous T.oan Estimates, and
£42 386 represents the proposed new ex-
pendilure on {his vear’s Loan Estimates.
The balance of course will have to be
subsequently voted, but in the meantime
we are asking for permission and power
to borrow money when a favourable
opportunity presents.itself.  The main
portion of the expenditure s in connec-
tion with the Claremont Hospital for the
Insane. The expenditure on this work
has bheen heavy, On this year’s Loan
Estimates sufficient money is provided
fo complete the whole work so fav as the
asylum is coneerned. In face of the re-
turns which were received of the num-
ber of unfortunates who have to take
advantage of that institution, and the
report which we know was given very
many vears ago in eonnection with the
condition of those whe then oceupied the
old asvlum at Fremantle, no member will
be found anxious to strike any portion
of this vole out of the Bill or interfere
with the iten: an the Estimates. It is ne-
cessary we should attend to these unfor-
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tunate people, and without doubt it will

-be found that the money provided for

the work has been spent most econo-
mically and to have given the hest re-
sults we eould lope for. This itewm alse
covers a new laundry and kitehen for the
Perth Public Hospital, and for unew
nurses’ quarters there, which are now
under construction, and alse a new
heme for aged women. Provision is also
made for a new wumen's bloek at the
Fremantle gaol. and for the provision of
a land titles office with proper strong
room aecommodation for the sate keeping
of titles deeds and other papers of value.
There is to be a laboratory for the Cen-
tral Buard of Health, and the completion
of the Perth secondary school and other
minor baildings, which members will
find enumerated in the schedule attach-
ed to the Loan Estimaies. Members will
probably argue that we shonld net spend
loan moneys on the erection of these
buildings. I c¢ould again point out that
Western Australia is very far hehind her
Bastern  uneighbours  in  this  respect.
New South Wales had expended out
of [wan ¥und on publiec buildings
to the 30th June, 1907, £4,717,000,
equal  to 567 per cent. of  her
total public debt. Victoria has spent
£1,912,000, heing 3.54 per cent., Queens-
land has spent £1,523,000, being 3.93 per
cent.; South Australia £868,000, being
3.09 per cent.; Tasmania £858,000, heing
9.01 per cent.; and Western Australia,
£179,000, being 1.01 per ceni. of her
public debt.

My, Collier ©+ You will
difference in the figures.

The TREASURER: No, T will net.
We shall never approach their figuves,
Tt would he foolish on our part to pre-
vent owr , people from having proper
huildings and accommadation, especially
i connection with the unfortunates to
whom T have rveferred, nnd also the Edu-
cational Depariment, becanze we have not
suflicient revenue to provide for those
works, for surely it is legitimate when we
are providing for the repaying for the
whole of the eapital in 66 years, to ereet
these buildings, which will serve a pur-
pose benefieial for the welfare of the

soon make a
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people for hundreds of years to come.
I have wmueh pleasure in moving—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Bath. debate ad-
journed.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1908-5.
Message from the Governor received
and read transmitting the Estimates of
Expenditure from loan Funds for the
-eurrent financial year.
In Committee of Supply.
Ir. Laglish in the Chair,

Vote—Departmental, £64,813:

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son): In submilling the Loan Estimates
for the consideration of members it
wil be unnecessary for me to detain the
Committee at any length. I wounld ask
permission to explain briefly the different
sets of figures as sel forth in these Esti-
mates in ovder that mewmbers may folly
grasp their meaning and readily under-
stand the amounts proposed to be voted
far the diffevent works. The detailed in-
formation in regard to the different items
will be supplied by the Ministers control-
Iing the various depariments under which
they appear as we come to them item by
item.  The general swmmary which I
had aitached to these Estimates is, I
think, mest comprelhensive, and eovers a
lot of ground which in previous vears
was not supplied. Members will see, if
they examine the general summary, thai
eolumn 7 is a new one, and gives detailed
information as to the estimated amounts
required to complete works already an-
thorised or to be authorized under these
" Estimates. This will show at a glance
how much Parliament has comimitted the
country to in passing the Estimates as
snbmitted: for it stands to reason even
thongh there be only a progress
amount voted on the Estimates, o
a eertain extent it commits the
country to the completion of the
work. Columm 3 in this general
summary shows the unexpended balances
of authorisations to the 30th of June
last as referred to when I was introdue-
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ing the T.oan Bill, and this added to
column 11, the amount of provizion in
the Loan Bill, gives the total unexpended

halance of Loan anfhorisationz  as
shown on page 22 of the Loan
Estimates.  Column 4 shows  the re-
conp to  lLoan  Buspensge  Aceount

which, of course, has Lo - be provided
for when voting the amount of expendi-
ture for this vear, Columm G i3 the esii-
mated expendilure from the end of the
finaneial yvear to the 31zt of March, 1914,
also veferred to hy me when wmoving the
seeond reading of the Tamn Bill: and this
amount. of eourse. i= only approximate
and will have to he included in the next
yvear's Loan Estimates. The passing of
these FEstimates or Loan Bill  does not
mean that we arve anthorised 10 spend this
money. It is set down for the informa-
tion of wembers. and after June next
fresh authority will bave to be sought
to' zpend the monev represented in this
cohmmin,  Column 8 mives lhe esiipated
nnexpended balance of existing authori-
sations  at 3i=r Mareh, IO and
columns 9 and 10 give the reappropria-
tions which require no explanation. If
hon. memhers will turn to the Loan Esti-
mates, they will find on page 3 a =um-
mary of the estimated expendiiure from
General Loan Fund for the finaneial vear.
The amount shown first of all is the vote
for 1907-8. then ihe expenditure for the
year. and the fourlh c¢olumn shows the
expenditure inenrred last finaneial year,
but defraved ihis vear. and which under
the (hirtyv-sixth scetion of the Audit et
is made a first charge against this vear’s
Appropriation  et.  The fifth  eoluim
shows the recoup to loan Suzpense .\ec-
eount: this being an amouni for which
there i® no loan authorisation. hut which
was included in the Loan Estimates last
vear. On pages 4+ and 5. the detail~ of
the different depariments will he found,
ard on page 6. there will be tound the
deiails and certain salavies and wages of
the different departmenis. The details
of the items on page 6 vefer to the Mines,
Lands. Agriculture. and Colonial Secre-
tary’s Departments, while the deiails of
Works and Railwavs Depurtinenis will
he found on pages 33 and 64 of the
Consolidated Revenue Estimates. On -
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pave 3 will be found details in eolumn 2
of 1he balance of Loan authorisations, in-
clugive of the new Loan Bill whieh 1 pre-
sent to Parliament. In eolumn 3 mem-
bers will fiud the estimated expenditure
comprising the totals of the fwo
columns  shown  on pages 4 and
5. Columm 4 gives the estimated
unexpended balanee on authorisations
at  the end of the finaneial year
in contradisiinetion to the 31st of March
previously referred to. Columms 5 and
G give full details of the progress made
last year. and the progress esiimated
to be made thiz yvear in the varvions works
embraced by these Estimates, T do not
think it is necessary for me to enlarge
upon any of the works here enumerated.
If we go through them item by ifem in
Commitiee, full information will be sap-
plied to members if they so desire to
have information abour the different
works, and the progress proposed (o he
made.
Progress reported.

ANXNUAL ESTIMATES, 1908-9.
In Commitiee of Supply.

Resumed from 29th Januarvy, Mr. Dag-
lisk in the Chair,

C'olonial Secretarv’s Depaviment (Hon.
J. D. Connolly. Minister) : the Treasurer
in charge of the Votes.

Yote—OQfice of Colonial
£7518:

The TREASURER: Before proceed-
ing, he desired (o present a retwrn asked
for by the member for Murchison, giving
full information with regard to the extra
clevieal asszistance, reasons for employ-
ment, and the duties to be performed by
offtcers. '

. leem. Immigration, £1,000:
Mr. JOHNSON moved—
That the item be rveduced by £500.
He did  this to gel an expression of
opinian from the Committee, and to en-
ahle him io express his disapproval of the
present immigration policy of the Gov-
ernment. He wanted {o be distinetly un-
derstorel  that he had no  ohjection to
immigrams coming to Western Ansiralia.

Secretary,
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that was, those who were genuine agri-
eultwrists, but we found wg were getting
the minimum of that elass and the maxi-
mum of these who entered into competi-
tion with the already overstocked market.
Numerous illustrations had been brought
before him with regard to competition by
nmmigrants for the amall amount of work
which was offered. We found that these
people were met on arrival at the wharf,
and if the Government could nol immedi-
ately place them, lhey were assisted by
an influential organisation called the Im-
migration Reception Committee or some-
thing of thal deseription, which hody
immediately endeavoured (o make the im-
migrants weleome, and at the same lime
exerted themselves in order to seeire em-
ployment’ for the immigrant. He could
quote instances where men had been dis-
missed by private employers and jmmi-
wrants had been puf on in (heir places.
A ot of this he believed was due to the
influence of this organisation. For in-
stanee we found that Alillars’ Company
were employing a considerable number of
these immigrants.  He knew of immi-
grants who had secured employment in
Millars’ joinery works when there was no
work offering for the Australian mecha-
nics, and, as a matter of fact, Australian
mechanies had just previously been dis-
missed. 1t could nol be wrged in connec-
tion with the wood workers that the Ting-
lish workmen were superior to the Aus-
traltan, and while it was generally recog-
nised that it might be possible to get an
immigrant in the iron trade just a little-
more skilled than the Australian, that did
not follow in the wood lrade, because the -
trade was entirely different in Australia
from what it was in the old couniry. He -
knew from his own and from a general
experience of the trade, that the English
mechanic was not np to the standard of
the Australian, yet we found all the eom-
petent fradesmen, men who had been in
the State for twelve or fifteen years, men
who did not know untilt reecently what it
was to be out of work, and who when
they did get ont of work were immediately
sought by other employers, were now
walking fthe streets of Perth brying to
secure emplovment while the immigrants
had taken their places. That was the -
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immigration againet which he
Tmmigrants

-class of
wanted to enter his protest.
were bheing employed in the Midland
Junetion  Workshops, notwithstanding
that considerable retrenchment had heen
-going on there. Again, the Government
had been guilty of giving preference to
immigranis as against the Australian wor-
kers, as in the ease of an inspector in the
Health Departiment, who was recently dis-
missed. and his place immediately filled

by an imnrgrant.  The Terth Electric
Tramways Company, too, was showing

preference  to lmmigrants assisted  to
Westérn Australia. Tt was a poliey dis-
tinetly unfair, and if it were persisted in
.mueh longer it would tend to inflict the
greatest discredit, on the State. He did
not mind telling Ministers that there was
already on fooi a movement for the for-
mation of an organisation which would
enter a vigorous protest against any eon-
tinuance of this policy. Ministers conld
understand that sueh an organisation
conld do a great deal of harm to Western
Anstralia: but the men who might vet
find oecasion to do this harm would be
doing it in self defence. and their ranks
would he filled largely by the unempioyed
who were determined, when work was
offering, that those already in the Siate
should have preference. Agnin he wished
it to be clearly wnderstood that he did not
object Lo nmmigration for land seitlement
or to agricultural immigration, But he
did object to so-called agricultural immi-
grants being emploved at 5s., 10s., and
15s. per week under the pretext of wet-
ting colonial experience. In many agri-
cultural districts Australians were being
. dismissed, and immigrants put on to do
the same work for far less money. He
ahjected to that elass of immigration.
The immigrants he wanted to see were
those whao would c¢ome ont here with
sufficient capital to take up land and he-
come agriculturisis themselves, Such
.a man would not require assistance to gel
to Western Ausiralia—he would not be in
need of any assisted passage. He (Mr.
.Johnson} helieved that the inferiority
-of the inmmigrants that Western Australia
was retling was due largely to the fact
that the State was providiog assisted pas-
.sazes. The time had arrived when ihese
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assisted  passares should be withdeawn.
Again, Western Australia wanted a better
tvpe of immigraiion lecturers.  Those
representing her in the old country to-day
had for their une object ihe securine of
persons to come  in Western Australia
irrespective of whether they were woing
tn be of any value to the State or whether
indeed. they wonld do (he Siate  harm,
The svsiem of advertising was all wrone,
The adverfisements used by Western Aus-
fraiin In ihe.old country were not a irue
reflex of the conditions of Western Aus-
tralia.  In those adverfizements immi-
grans read that thex had but o put their
foot in Western Awstralia fo find work
offering in plenty,

The Treasurer:
that?

Mr. TOHNSON : The immigrants theni-
selves had told him this.

The Preasurer: 1 do not believe there
are any sueh advertisements.

Mr, Foulles: Norv do 1.

My. JOHNSOX: Nevertheless the idea
was eonveved to these immigrants that
there was any amonnt of work offering,
and  ihat =plgndid opportuniiies were
awaiting the workers. As a matler of
faet, nearly every lion. member had in
hig electorate constituents who were look-
ing for work and appealing fo their mem-
bers for assistanee in this direction. Yet
we were encouraging others tn come fo
the State and get into competition with
thase already here. It was as a protest
against that sort of thing that he had
maved his amendment.

The PREMIER : The hon. member had
moved to reduce the vote wirh a view 10
aseeriaining the feebne of the Connmiiree
as tn whether it was advisable to encour-
age immigrants: and he had intimated
that unless zome steps were taken to pre-
venl immigration an oreanisation would
be hrought into being which wonld have
the effect of drawme atiention to West-
ern Australia as an undesirable place for
immigranis io come to. Ti was extra-
ordinary that this strong ohjection to
immigranfs should come from thase peaple
not natives of Western Australia. who a
few vears ago had been outside the con-
fines of this particnlar State. and who,
litd the doors been elosed at that time,

Where did von zee
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would have been the ftrst to i)rolest
against such an action which would have
the effeet of making Western Australia
a close borough for those already within
it= confines.

Mr. Johnson: We had 1o pay our full
passages,

The PREMIER: 8Be far as passages
weie coneerned, it was but a small matter.
Provided the people brought here were
able fo obtain employment, and provided
that they did not interfere with. those al-
ready here he ¢ould see no reason to make
any alberation in the existing poliey.
More especially so when it was realised
that many of those who, a very short
time ago, had been opposed to immigra-
tion were now heginning to realise that if
we are going to keep Awstralia white, 1t is
ahsolutely essential that we do all we pos-
sibhly can 1o eneonrage inmmigrants io
Aus{ralia meneraily. There was no occa-
sion fur him to emphasise the neeessity
for the eclosest supervision so far as the
selection of immigrants for Western Ans-
tralia was concerned. That, it scemed to
liim, had been the weak point of the pol-
iey in the past. At the same time there

had heen a considerable improvement
during the past few months, As a matter
of fact immigrants that had reached

Western Australia since the 25th March
last numbered 453, of whieh some: 205
had taken up land, whilst 131 had
obtained employment as farm hands,
71 az domestie servants, and 27 as gar-
deners in or near Perth. Those totals
included women and children, neacly all
of whom had heen assisted. ’

Mr, ’Loghlen : What about the num-
bers at the saw-mills?

The PREMIER : The information he
had ziven was reeceived from A, Neville,
a elerk in the Colonial Seeretary’s office,
who had eiven partieular aitention to
this subject. While other States in Aus-
tralia were in a position to absorb immi-
grants other than agriculturists, Western
Aunsrralin and Queensland were not pre-
pared to in any way ‘encourage any other
elax~ ot immigrants. Vietoria and other
manmifacturing States were able to absorb
laree numbers of the artisan type, which
it was not advisable to encourage to come
to Wesfern Awstralia. It was to be re-
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alised that at the present Auslralia had
2,974,000 square miles of country with a
population of 4,129,000 people, or 1.45.
to the square mile. That being so, it had
to be realised that if that land were to
be retained it was essential that Australia
should bhe peopled. Within two or three:
days of our own coast there was a small
island of only 55,000 square miles, con-
tainieg a leeming population of 30,000,
000. Tt stood to reason, therefore, that
it was only a question of time when the
strplus of that island and of the adja-
cent Eastern countries would leave their-
home land with a view of settling in other
portions of the world where they might
have an oppertunity of landing. It was
onr duty to encourage, as far as we could,
immigranis of the right type to come to-
Western Australia, and to Australia gen-
erally, provided that in any scheme of
immigration which might be put forward
by the Commonwealth we should have the -
right to make the final selection. That
was (o say that after the question of
immigration had been bronght under the
netice of those prepared to come to Aus-
tralia, we should have the opportunity of
saying whether or not they were suitable
for Western Australia. He had given the
immigration figures sinee the 25th March
last; bul dering last year 1,200 immi-
granis had arrived from the old country,
500 of whom had heen nominated by their -
velatives and others already here. Thoe
people had brought, with them a ecapifal
of £30,000. Farm labourers and domes-
tics could secure passages for £5, pro-
vided they were nominated by someone in
the State and ecould satisfy the Agent
Jeneral that they were hkely to make -
snitable colonists. He could only reiter-
ate what he had said, namely, that the
weak point in the poliev in the past had
heen the selection. The gentleman now
representing Western Australia at Home
—~Mr. Ranford-—had most emphatie in-
structions in this respeet. It was no ad-
vantage to the State or the Government
to have people out of employment.

It was not the nicest thing in the
world to have people appealing
for work, hot at the same time,

with judicious selection of immigrants,
one could not see any objection why the
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policy now ia foree should not be pur-
sued.
Mr. HOLMAX: Listening to the Pre-

mier one would think evervthing was
woing oit nicely. but the position was not
=0 rosy as Lhe Premier would like us to
helieve. 11 ill became any public man lo
raise at this juneture the question of
people from the Lastern States versus
ihe uld residents of Western Australia.
If it had not been for the people coming
from the Easiern States in  all prob-
abilily Weslern Australia would have
been marching on in the same state as
it was 20 vears age. The Government
had not adopted 2 wise ilmmigrafion
policy in the past, because it hrought
undesirable people to the Stale. Many
cases had heen quoted.

The Premier: I recognised there werz
hound to he some.

Mr. HOLMAX : There -were many cases
The majority of immigranis were of the
class membhers complained of. No one
would eomplain of people  coming  to
Western Australia to go on the land and
make homes [or themselves. bui members
of the Opposdion strongly objected to
artisans being assisted here to take the
places of those already in the eouniry.
Happilv the system that exisied of in-
trodueing hauds to work in the saw wills

had heen stopped, but to a lesser extent-

it was going still on. The Labour Bureau
rendered immigrants more assistance
than was given to the people already in
the State seeking work: the railways took
immigranfs almost as seon as they
Ianded. and the Police Commissioner is-
sued licenses to foreigners, some of them
not altecether desirable, to collect marine
slores as =oon as they arcived.

The Treasurer: We want domestics and
farm labourers.

Mr. Bath: There is no need for hring-
ing in farm labonrers. T have seen dozens
of them unemployed all over the State.

The Premier: We wanl domestics, be-
cause people are giving ap housekeeping

on aceount of the diffiealty of getting
them.
Mr. HOLMAN: There were many

eirls in the State willing to go as domes-
ties if they could get proper treatment
and reasonable wages. Tt was through
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the faalt of high-toned ladies trying tuv
make the girls slaves (hat the scareity
existed; but there were enough girls in
the Eastern Stales {o more than supply
the wanis of Western Australia in this

respect. Members condemned the Gov-
ernment for bhaving heen in the past.
knowingly or unknowingly, a party te

bringing people here to compete with
artissus already in the State.  The
Promier well knew the wumber of un-
employed in the Siale. There was a ¢on-
tinual demand for work {rom men will-
ing to do anvthing, or to go anywhere;
and while that eondition of afluirs ex-
isted, we must exereise every eaution be-
fore bringing any more people to enter
into ecompetition. It would be better to
improve the conditions of the ecountry
and prevent the people leaving the State.
It was deplorable tu see the number of
male adults leaving mounth by month.
The increase of population barely cov-
ered the increase by births. Certainly
many men were bringing their wives and
families over from the LEastern States,
but we were losing male adults. We
gatned in children and women but lost
in male adolts. He would support the
amendment as a protest, not agninst iin-
migration as a poliey, but against the
methods that had been allowed to creep
in.

Mr. FOULKES: The item was nol hig
enough. We Lad already realised that if
we wanted to carry on the State sue-
cessfully 1t was absolutely esseniial to
increase the agricultural population.
Mueh was said as to the difficulty of oh-
taining work. partienlarly among the
nrhan population. That was etrue; but
the great reason for this was that our
agrienltural  population was not snffi-
ciently large. and his reason for strongly
supporting ihe vote now and in {he past
was that he realised we had repeated
pledges from the Government that they
intended the vote to be specifieally used
for the purpose of increasing the agri-
cultural population.  He believed that
the Government had at last realised thot
ereater attention was needed to establish-
ing the principle that we only wanted
agricultural immizrants. [1 was hecause
we had senl men Home. who were not
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compelent ro go among the agrienlturists
of the old ¢ountry, that he had in this
connection spoken in the past as bitterly
ag nny Labour member. Fortunately dur-
ing Lhe past few months the Govern-
ment for the first time in the hiscory of
Weslern Aunstralin, had =ent {he right
sort of man ome. He referved parvticu-
larly to Mr. Hanford. He would, if in
power, send at least a  dozen farmers
Trom this State to England to tell the
people af Home what the resulés of their
labour had been. These men would know
what (hey were talking about aud would
have a ennsiderable influenee upon the
English agrienlturists. 1t was ridieu-
lons to send Home a  man like My,

 Beammell who knew havdly  anything
about Western Australia, having spent
only about six weeks in the Slate. The
resiult of (he work of a type of man like
that was (hat we gol out heve practie-
ally only townsmen. Buch a man would
never be able to influence the men we
wanted to come to our shores. We were
only trifling with the question, for if we
spent  £30,000, £40,000, or £50,000 il
woeuld not be tan, much for such an im-
porfant work as this. He was in sym-
pathy with what the Labour members
had said on fthe immigration question,
but he was glad to hear that they did
not eondemn bringing in an agrienliural
population, With a large number of ag-
riculturisls setiled on the land it would
mean a great deal of work for the un-
employed, as more railways would have
to be built and a hundred and one other
works carried oni.  The Government
were to a certain extent to blawne for the
present condition of affairs, in thal they
had not taken the proper steps to see
that only the right sort of people eame
ont here. It must be remembered, how-
ever, that a great many of the inmi-
grants were oot here on the solicitation
of the Government. There was a eertain
amount of depression in England and
some of those people out of work and
desirous of going to a new country came
ont here and thev could not be kept out.
Some years age he was in South Afriea.
This was soon after the war, and at that
time an enormous number of practical
agriculturists from England were woing
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out there with a large amouni of rapifal
witl the objeel of settling on the land;
but o arrival there (hey found that there
was uo land available, as nearly all of
it was in the hands of the Boers who
would not part with it, This showed
that if proper steps were taken the best
type of agriculturist eould he indueed to
come 10 this State,

Mr. Onollier @ Where
these new settlers?

AMr. FOULKES: The Minister for
Agrienlture would be ahle to show there

is the laud for

“were willions of acres of Jand available.

It was lo be regretied the Government
had not adeopted a more liberal policy
with regard to the construetion of fur-
ther agrienltural railways, He wonld
like to have seen a wmeh larger swm set
aside for that work. At present one of
the great drawbacks to settlement was
that people wanting land bhad to go 30
or 40 miles from the existing railway
Ines to get it.

Mr. Baih : And they travelled through
millions of aeres of unused land.

Mr. FOULKES: There was a cectain
area of unused land, and some of the
prineipal culprits in this direction were
people whoe had taken up 1,000 acres or
2,000 acres. Many men had not the capi-
tal available to deal even with a block of
land of 1,000 acres, for it took them time
to get fhe land cleared and get a proper
start: hat they always had hopes that in
10 or 13 yeams' time they would he able
to  extend operaiions and utilize ! the
whole of the block.

Mr. O’Loghlen ;
hon. nember hold?

Mr. FOULKES: A very wuch larger
area than ihe one he had mentioned.

Mr. Underwood : You are one of the
type who does not go on the land.

Mr. FOULKES: Certainlv he did not
live altogether on the land, but in that
be was following the example of the
Leader of the Opposition who had shown
lim that it was unnecessary. The tvpe
required here was the man who went on
the land and improved it; that was what
he was doing, and possibly in that respeect
e micht he zelting an example which it
wanilidd he well for the hon. member to
follow. The Government had realized

What avea does rhe
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the face  that  agricsliural inneigranls
were the only elazs we wanted heve.  In
Gireat Britain and Ireland there were 10
milhinz of people carrving on agrieunl-
tural operations, and it seemed trifling
with the question io send one man Home
to England to deal with that vast numher
of people. He woull zend Home 20 mew.
if he could, of the type of Mr. Ranford.
A shari time ago the Comumitlee weve
dealingz with the Ageni General’s Depari-
meitt amd he had then pointed ont there
was not a single man in that office who
had had any experience in Lhis country.
The Awent (General had o certain amount
of experience, but none of the staff had,
and it was for that veason the other day
he voted with the object of tryving to es-
tablish a prineiple that the men in that
oftice should be periodieally brought out
here so that they could keep themselves
up to date with regard to the State. That
wae the Canadian system. On two dif-
ferent oceasions when in London he had
gone through the Canadian office and as-
ceriained that their svstem was only to
employ  practieal farmers (o wo about
lecturing 1o agrieuliurists.

dir. Cnderwood : They are now adopt-
g drastic measures in Canada with ve-
wird lo immigration.

Mr. FOCLKES: Yes, and he was glad
fo see it. The population of Western
Australia was pitifully small and every
member shnold do his utmost to keep thie
Crovernment. up to the mark in the matter
of introducing none but agricultural im-
migrantz to the State,

Mr. BATH: The remarks of the Pre-
mier wonld lead us to believe that things
now were quite right in connection with
the Tmmigration Department. Tt was
just ahoui time that bubble was burst,
For a considerable {ime past it had been
nothing more than a fraud, and was fast
developing into a seandal. The Premier
had tried to assure us on the matter and
had ruoted ihe opinion of some under-
ling in the civil service to prove that a very
large proportion of the immigrants being
bronght ont now were taking up land.
Az a matter of fact not 10 per cent. of
the men brought here with the hardly
won proceeds of the pawnshop—in ather
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words, borrowed monev—were guing on
the land.

Phe Treasurer : What are they doing
then?

Mr. Proy : Walking about the streets.

Mr. BATH: In order to aveid pub-
liciiy and an unpleasant row about people
heing brought bere and deluded, the Gov-
ertiment had found them billets at the
expense of men whoe had been working
in the State for years. The resuli of
using lean money to bring these men in.
was that large numbers were being driven
onl. IFe kuew of 30 men il one trade,
that nf pipe making, who had heen lere
Lbul bad gone away. Then there were
engineers, fitters, carpenters, and others
of the best type of men in the State, who
had been leaving it during the past few
vears. Many of these men had been
forced to go because the Government had
had to find places for the immigrants
they were bringing inio the State.

The Minister for WWorks : Is that the
case with the pipe-makers?

Mr. BATH: Tt was the ease in many
other trades. Ti was a poor policy whicl
brought in 10 or 20 people hy the aid of
loan funds, and at the same time drove
30 men out of the country. Tb was a
poliex which would oecasion no surprise.
The fiovernment were in this position,
that they had deliberately set theinselves
the task of acting as a sort of universal
burean for the imporiation of cheap
lahour for landowners in Western Ans-
tralia.

The Honarary Minister: The land
owners do not want cheap labour; they
are willing to pay good wages.

Mr. BATH: Evervone could-not be
placed in the same eategory. but there
were many who conld afford to pay de-
cent wages and wha used the immigra-
tion policy of the (Government (o get
cheap labour for their land. and he
could give instances, This statement as
to the need for farm labonrers in West-
ern Ausilralia was a frand. and a scan-
dalous  fraud. beeause anyone who
fravelled thronghout the country dis-
triets would find (hat there were men
available in the State without import-
ing one man. Some of the reacons in
addition to the aquestinn of low waaes
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had oecasioned diffieulty in some men
getting Iabour, and if they reserted 1o
the practices thai he had leard related.
it was not surprising to find the diffieul-
ties existing. The aceommodation pro-
vided on some of the farms (hrougheut
the State for men employed on wages
was absolulely scandalous, and  there
was only one system which would do
anything in the Sfate, and that was
samething of the sivle of that which
existed in New Sonth Wales, where. un-
der the provisions of the Shearers’ Aec-
commodalion Aet, proper acecommoda-
tion was ensured fov shearers. Inspee-
tors were appuinfed Lo report on the ae-
commudation and see that it was up to
the standard, Many of the places which
were provided in Western Australia tor
the men to live in were such that one
would not ask a self-respecting harse to
aveupy: in Taet, sume of the farmers
provided better places for their horses,
or even better sheds in which to store
their wheat. Not only here, but else-
where, if proper conditions of life
were allowed lo exist, no farmer or land
owner nced have any fear about getting
a =upply of men. If farmers would oh-
serve n fair slandard in this respect
there would he ns need {o spend loan
money in importing men from the old
counlry. He had had opperiunities of
speaking Lo varions land ownervs on this
question.  The mayor of Beverlex, M.
Barrett-Lennard, had told him thal men
had heen brought oul under the sysliem
of assisted immigraiion. and they were
eertainly nol capable. This class of im-
migrant eould be likened (o lasear or

Chinese -seamen in  comparison  witi
British  seamen. and  though  such
Iahourers mght  resudt in some saving

to the farmer, the farmer derived no
advantage in the long run. This Honse
should be no party to the (tovernment
acling as a burean {or the importation
of echeap lahour for any man in  his
community, and he would not be a pariy
to using lean meonevs for this purpose.
The Premier in this matter anly follow-
ed the example of many other speakers
by trying to convince the people with
the plaiitudes he uftered. e (M. Batl)
was pelting quite tired of hearing so
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nmely about the defeneeless condition of
Australia, and the immense territory in
Australia which was unoceupied. as if
all these unocenpied lands weve capable
of being settled by a large populaiion.
It was useless fou us to delnde vurselves
into the helief that every square mile
of Australia was available for settle-
ment and wag going lo be made to pro-
duee in the same degree as more fertile
countries in the rest of the world. If
we were going to lell the trulh we must
bear itn mind thut in Australia we had
a large area whieh would never bear s
lavge population; the time would come,
however, when ihe greater purtion of
it wonld hear some population.  Sueh
efforts as the opening up of the country
by the Trans-continental railway wouid
agsist in that diveetion, Portion of that
country might bhe made capable of par-
tinl development and of carrving a fair
proportion of population. As far as Aus-
tralia was concerned, looking through
ihe relurns of the population, the Lest
time in its history, the time when we
had the best class of immigrants and
when we had the greatest growth of
population, was when it had not been ne-
cessary to spend one penny of Tloan
wmoney or do one pennyworth of adver-
tising or booming or misrepresenting in
order io secure population. We would
have to learn that we eould do more to
inerease vur population than by all these
means which we had adopted to-day.
The best of all means was the excess of
hirths over deaths, and hy ecloser alten-
tion to the development of onr own
country and making it the heritage of
the many Instead of the happy hunting
around for the few as we were ifrying
to do at present. There had been a steady
deeline in the birth rate of the Com-
wonwealth, Given good conditions under
which all would he able to secure em-
plovment, we wonld have people coming
here unsolicited from outside. we would
bave a nalural increase. and a big in-
crease. That was shown to have happen-
ed in Australia in the times that he had
spoken of, when the birth rate was over
3 per cent.; lo-day, unfortunately it was
only 1,49 per eent. The member for
Claremont referred to whai Canada hatl
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«ope. In Canada there was more decep-
tion and more misrepresentation than
anywhere. Canada was zeliing her
agriculturists from over the border of
the United States, and she did not
bave to pay one penny for geiting them.
As a matter of faet the total growth of
population in Canada from 1901 te 1906,
including the excess of births  over
deaths, was only one-half that which
she claimed had been brought nito Can-
ada throngh immigration. Where then
had they gone to? The explanation was
that Canadian steamship lines had been
trying to secure some portion of the
passenger Lraffic  which had hirherto
been going direct to the United States.
alien popunlation made up of Poles, Rus-
sians, and many others who, in conse-
guence of the cheaper passages offerved
by the Candian steamers had bheen (aken
to Canada, and then drifted into
Chieago. New York, St. Louis and other
large cities, to make up fthose slums
which were so0 very characteristie of
the  American  cities in  eommon
with the Loundon of to-day. Herve
in  Western Australia we were not
getting the best class. If it were neces-
-gary to tickle the imagination of the sug-
gested smmigrant with glowing advertise-
menis, to cend a man te talk to him, to
give him a cheap passage, to spoon-feed
him when he eame here and to turn a
willing ear to all his complaints without
allowing them (n get out to the public,
then that class of immigrant was not
worth having, He (Mr. Bath) looked
with suspicion on the immigration policy
of the Government. more especiallv in its
relation to the gentleman who had acted
as immigration agent for Western Ans-
tralia, but whom the Government had
since repudiated. That gentleman had
gone Home and represented that there
were opportunities in Western - Australia
for 3.060 or 4,000 farm labourers: that
therr passages would be paid. and that
they would find work just as soen as they
arrived here. When it was found that on
top of this the gentleman was in fact
connected with the Government through
the Agent General’s office, then he (MMr.
Bath) said that the Government could
not whollv repudiate the misrepresenta-
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ilons indulged in by Mr. Lane. Mr. Lane
had 1aken a body of these Immigrants
dowy io Brooks' Inlet where they found
the land on which they were to have set-
tled was under water, Only one indi-
vidual had secured land, some 600 acves
near Beverley, while one other showing a
readiness to make a noize about the whole
thine had been silenced wilh a Govern-
ment hillet, Under these ciretmsrances
it was little wonder 1f hon, members were
inelined to be eritical on the inmnizration
poliey of the Governnment. While some
had dechared the advisableness of en-
cournging  agricultural  dpmigration, he
{Mr. Bath) was not sanguine as to the
poszibiliy of getting a gowd (vpe of jm-
migrant from this poliey of advertisine.
The whole thing tended to distract our
attention from these problems at home,
the solution of which would nake this
country attractive to an immigrant with-
out any monetary assistance on the part
of the State. So many channels had heen
discovered in the past for the throw
g awny of loan money—the burden of
which had been eternally placed on the
shoulders of the people of Western Aus-
tralin—that he did not like to sec this
added as another means of distribuling
the loan expenditure of the State. Under
these cireumstances he looked askance on
the expenditure of this money. There
were plenty. of opportunities in local de-
velopment where the momey eould he ex-
pended to much greater advantage. and
in such a way that the weneral eondirion
of things in Yestern Australia wonld
serve in attract a population that wounld
come of its own free will and withont
spoon-feeding  from the Ciovernment
funds.

Mr. NANSON: I was gratifving io
notice that in this item there had heen
a conziderable reduction as compared with
the expenditure of last year. He was
alad of that, not because he was neces-
sarily at all times opposed to immigra-
tion. hut hecause he was of opinion that
hefore we conid have an immigration
policy that would give any deerze of saiis-
faction either to the people already here
or 1o the peaple whom it was propased (o
hring here, we must have the around pre-
pared for them. What was the actual
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position in regard to the introduction of
new population to this country? There
was a general eoncensus of opinion that
the people who should he brought out
here were not the persons who would help
tu swell the unfortunately congested Ja-
hour market, but persons with a sufficient
amount of capital to take up land and
become cultivators on their own behalf.
If {he experience were taken of any hon,
member representing an agricultural con-
stitueney or any member brought into
contaet, as probably most hen. members
were, with persons already i the eoun-
try and seeking land, it would be seen
that in far too large a number of cuses
the utmost diffieulty had been experi-
enced by persons already in the Stai: in
proenring land suitable for the purposes
of settlement and of ecultivation. Only
fo-day he had come into eontact with some
settlers whe had taken up land in his own
constitueney, and who after an experi-
onice of six months were very much poorer
in pocket than when they started out on
the quest for land, and who were not nnly
Iworer in pecket, but were very much (dis-
couraged with fheir experience of the
Tands Department of this State. What
folly could be worse than to send lecturers
home to England pointing out the many
advantages whiech this country had io
offer: and knowing at the same time that
it a large number of persons were to ac-
cept the invitation and eome to this coun-
Iry with a desire in take up land they
would not be able to obtain that land with-
in a reasonable tine, except indeed gpecial
cfforts were made by the Governmnent to
secierre land for them at the expeuse of
persong already in the country znd who
were anxious o obtain suitable blocks
for themselves? There eould be no pos-
sible analogy between the conditions pre-
vailing in Canada, and those prevailing
in this eountry. As far as the policy of
imm‘gration in Canada had been a surcess
in relation to land settlement, it had been
a sueccess because it was possible to take
the people from the steamer and put
them immediately on the land. There
had been ne sort of half-way house; no
sort of delay in looking for land, no ex-
penditure of seanty cap'fal. The authori-
fies in Canada had been able to take the
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settler straight from the ship and put Lim
down on his loeation. Surely, if we were
to have a successful policy of land sct-
ilement in this State, so far as immi-
grants weve concerned, we must have a
suilicient avea of land surveyed and ready
for selection. So that immediately these
people arrived and before they went up
couulry they could be shown where there
was land available ready surveyed and,
where necessary, ready cleared in order
that they might immediately get to work,
anri that there might not be that lament-
ahle waste of their small eapital which

. wps Inevitable under the existing system,

vy rather, want of system.

Mr. Seaddan: And within reasonable
dizstance of a railway.

My, NANSON: Cervtainly, this land
should be with reasonable distance of a
railwvay, He was fully prepared to ad-
niti that no one was more capable of set-
tine forth in glowing eolours all that
Western Australia had to offer to 2
former, supposing that he wanted to get
upon the land, than was a gentleman like
ALr. Ranford who had been sent Fome to
Eugland for the purpose of enlightening
the population of that eountry upon the
acronomic conditions of Western Aws-
tralia. Bul if’ there were in thiz country
a Royal Commission inviling evidence
from persons who had endeavoured to ob-
iain land, and who were still endeavour-
ine to obtain land; and from persons who-
after their seareh bad obfained tand—if
that evidenee were available, it would, he
ventured to think, go far towards nulli-
fyvirg any efforts that might be made by
the most suceessful immigration lecturer,
whether in England or in the Eastern
Zrates.  Another faetor to he considered
in indocing people to take up land in
Western Australia was whether we offer-
ed to the people already upon the land
those facilities that they were enfifled to
expect. TIf one went into the older agri-
cultural districts where there were per-
sons who had been setfled on the land
for n number of years, it would be found
that in many respects, so far as the facili-
ties offered by the Government were con-
cerned. the position of those pecple was
worze to-day than it had been ten years
agn. Greenough, one of the oldest es-
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‘tabi=hed azricultural disiviets in Wes-
tern Ausiralia  was a fiiting example.
‘S ten vears or more ago, and for

many vears previous to that time, that
-distiict had enjnved the henefit of a resi-
deng medieal officer.  What was the posi-
tion of the settlers there to-day?  An
epidemniec of diphtheria  was raging in
that part of the State. Many of the
weople were down with the terrible di-
seaze: dealhs had oceurred. and only fo-
Gay he had received an wrzent telegram
agking  him to  represent the con-
dition of affairs to the Government, and
tv 2ar that mediecal assistance and nurs-
ing sppliances should be sent wp imme-
diately. What a fine advertisement that
was when one thought of the way in
which we treated our out-back people.
And Greenongh conld hardly be called a
back country. Yet in the poliey of econ-
cmy which had characterised the Govern-
nient it was a district like Greenough,
like the agricultural ¢entres, and the min-
ing centres such as that represented by
the member for Kanowna—-it was in all
these places where there were small popu-
latione and where the people were leading
.a hard life—these were the people who
were called upon to bear the burden of
thisz vennomy, and of the hardships that
sprang from it. Whereas in the centres
of population, if there was one sug-
gestion made as to reducing expenditure
the hon. memher who happened to make
it was probably lampooned in the daily
Presz as a person small of soul and of
wmenn instinets, HHe was one—and he be-
lieved there were members of the same
opinton —who held that the very hest ad-
vertisement we could have. and the best
inducemeri we could hold out to people
to came 1o this country to take up land
waz [o show that we tieated people al-
ready on lhe land as they deserved fo be
tretfed. He regretted io say that =o far
as his experience went, and it was horne
out hy different members on both sides.
thst those bearing the heat and burden of
the doy ware not receiving that eonsidera-
gion from the Government in this res-
pect tn which thev were entitled; and
while thai siate of thinzs continued, it
was idle for the Government to talk of
baving a poliev of immigration. and of
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brinning people lere hefore they were
prepared to give facilities to people al-
reaiy here. He vielded 1o no one in his
faith in the capacily, pofentialities and
ahilities of the country, hut the Govern-
ment did not szeem sufliciently alive to
adveviising the country in the best pos-
sible woy, that while inducing people to
20 to the out-back parts of the State we
should give them the faciliiies to which
they were entitled.

Amendment put and a division taken
with ihe following result:—

Aves .. . .. 20
Nawg . .. .o 20
A tie .. .. .. 0
AYrs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Nanson
Mr. Bath Ar. QOrLoghlen
Mr. Bolton - Mr. Ceaddan
Mr. Collier s AMr. Swan
Mr. Gill . Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley Mr, Walker
Mr., Holman - Mr. Ware
Mr. Heoran v Mro AL AL Wilson
Mr. Hudson ' Mr. Troy
Mr. Johmson ! (Teller).
Mr. McDowall
* NWoxs.
Mr. Barnett Mr, Male
Mr. Butcher " Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Carsop ' Mr. Mouger
Mr. Cowcher + Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Davies ;. Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Foulkes F AMr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory ‘ Mr. Price
Mr. Hardwick Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hayward | Mr. Gordon
Mr. Kecnan (Teller).

Mr, Layman

The CHAIRMAN: Tollowing prece-
dent, I wive my vote with the Aves for
further constderation.

Amendment Lthus passed.

Casting TVole.

The Chairman: “Colonial Seereiary’s
Department. £7.518" The cuestion is,
“That the vote stand ns printed.”

Mr. Holman: T thonght the vote was
now reduced by £500. You voted with
the Ayes. stating that vou were desirous
of securing further consideration.

The Chairman: My intention was to
give my vote in favour of the item for
further conrideration. whiech 1 regarded
as my duty.
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Ar. Holman: That heing the case, T
should eertainly have raised the question
of two members voting with the Noes
who came in after you ordered the doors
to be locked.

The Treasurer:
Chamber.

My, Holman: But when yon gave your
vote for the Ayes it rendered it unneces-
sary for me to draw atiention to that
Faet,

The Chairman: My intention was io
wive my vote for the item as it stood, and
the decision I gave was distinctly wrong
when I =aid that T gave my vole with
the .Aves. However, I recognise that
having given wmy vote in error, the vote
must be adherved to, and the question now
is, “that the vote stand as amended.”

The Premier: Do I understand that
vour vote is to be taken against your in-
tention ?

The Chairmen: My intention was to
east my vote with the Noes. Through in-
advertence 1 cast it against the item, and
I do not think I an justified in recalling
that voie, especially as the point has been
raised.

The Premier: 1 you had simply givén
your vote with the Ayes it would be very
well, bur when you staled that vour in-
tention was to seenre further considera-
tion in aceordance with precedent always
adopted, [ think I am entitled to claim
vour vote for the Noes.

Ar. Bath: Ts the Premier rising to a
point of order?

The Premier: I claim yowr vole hecause
I maintain that having given it as your
intenlion to secure further consideration,
and as it eerfainly cannot secure further
congideration if the item be reduced, T am
eniitled to claim the vote.

The Chairmen: The matter =0 far as I
am concerned is at an end. If the Pre-
mier chooses tn disagree to my vote, he
can only do so by appealing to the Spea-
ker. The question is “the vote as
amended.”

The Premier: Am I enlitled to ask that
the Speaker shonid give a ruling in a case
like this? T weonld like a ruling so that
the correct procedure may he established.

Mr. Bath: The Premier must move to
dissent fram the raling of the Chair he-

They were inside the
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tore he can get the Speaker’s ruling, .ud
it that course be taken I give notice thai |
will take another point, that is, that ca
a <question of this kind where it is a ques-
tion of a larger or smaller sum on the
taxpayer, the Chairman iust  give his
vote for the lesser sum in order to pro-
tect the revenue.

The Chwirman: Before any membor
moves in any divection, [ would like to
state the position fully to the Committee.
First of all the Chaivman has the abso-
lule right to east his vote in aecordance
with his own opinion if he chooses. In
the second place the Chnivman constantly
costs a vote for further consideration,
that &= in favour of a clause or item in
order that the ctause or item may have
further consideration hefore it be struek
out, if it be a clause, or reduced or struck
out, 1f ii be an item. In the third place,
the Chairman midy give his ruling for the
proteetion of the revemue, that is in
favour of reduveing any chavge against
the Consolidated Revenue sueh as this
charge. There bheiny these three methods
of giving tlie easting vore, I voled with
the intentionr of giving the matter fnrther
vonsideration, and stated thai intention;
but unfortunately, 1 also wmentioned that
I was voring with the Aves, and thereby
cast a vote with the Ayes. Had I so in-
tended, T had the power to vote for the
protection of the revenue, that is, to vote
for the reduction of the item, or I had the
power to prefer my own opinion as &
member of Parliament had I chosen, an
opinion [ am vot going to express. I
choge, however, to cast my vote for fur-
ther consideration. T am sorry that in-
tention was not realised, hut I desire to
impress on the Committee that every one
of these voles would have been justifiabie
and beyvond all argument, as far as my
pacliamentary knowledge goes, and there-
fore the only question the Premier can
disenss would be whether an expression
of an intentien had more force than the
utterance of the word “Ave”—that is the
whole point. Had I thought it ont, I
would of course have adhered to my “in-
tention,” hut T do not think I would have
been justified in announcing that I would
give my casting vote for the Ayes. I
would like the Commiftee te understanl
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ihis position clearly before any point of
order is raised.

The Premier: This point might very
well be settled onee .and for all. A ques-
tion such as this might arise at any time
when the Chairman might, unfortunately,
give an expresgzion of his opinion to vote
“Aye” or “Na,” whereas he had notified
ithe Committee he was desirous of the
item seeuring further consideration. 1In
such eirecumstances 1 would like the Chair-
man o inform me of the proper method
of proeedure in order that this point
might be settled.

The Chairman: 1 rule there is no poeing
of order. The way the Premier can settle
the question is by bringing forward a
written statement disagreeing with my
ruling.

The Attorney Generel: 1 understand
the Chairman rules there is no point of
order; and says the wvote has been re-
corded contrary to his infention. Stand-
ing Order 203 applies to a case of this
kind, for it says—" In case of confusion
or error coneerning the numbers reported,
unless the same can be otherwise cor-
recled, the House shall proceed to another
division.” In the present case there is
certainly an  error in the number re-
ported. as the Chaivman’s vote of “Aye®
was in error, inasmuch ag he had previ-
ously declared his inlention to vote in the
negative. One of two courses may he
inken: (1) That the Chairman can cor-
rect {he record by making it show that
he had voted in the negative, and (2]
“That ihere heing an error or confusion
he can direci the House to divide again.

Mr. Walker : Standing Order 203 only
deals with confusion or inacenracy as to
the number reported to the Committee.
Ti refers to cases where tellers have in-
correetly connted and there is a dispute
as to ihe numbers which have heen re-
poried. The present case does not cume
mder that eategery. The Chairman’s
vete is emrectly eounted. The divisinn
has Yeen reported 1o him and he haz re-
prried fo the Connnitee, =0 that nothing
'ter ean he done. Accordine o the
Choizman’s  explanation he  dovbiless
save his vote in errer, nt thai vore went
aml a deeision was miven accordingly.
Repeatedly memhbers vote azainst  iheir
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vwn expressed intantions, and that is hew
some  Governments exist.  The marter
can be taken no further befure the Com-
miltee.  Additional aetion can only he
taken by a substantive motion put he-
fore the House,

The Premier : Will the Chairman give
us his views on the point raised by the
Adtorney General, as to whether Stand-
ing Order 203 applies to the present posi-
tion?

The Chairman : In my opinion
Standing Order does not apply.

the

Resumed.

Vole (as reduced to £7,018) put and
passed.

Vote—dborigines, £11,017:

Ttems, Chief Protector, £450:

Mr. ANGWIN: Since last year a new
ofticer has been appointed to this pesition.
Fhat officer also held the position of
Chiet’ Inspector of Fisheries, and an in-
crense of salary was provided, Would
the Minister give some information as to
the appoiniment.

The TREASURER : Mr, Gale, who was
Chief Inspector of Fisheries, had heen
appoinfed to hold also the position of
Chief Protector of Aborigines. e was
put on his trial for 12 moanths, and at
the end of that lime, om lhe recommends-
tion of the Public Service Comunissioner,
received the dual appoiniment. The two
offices were now amalgamated. Mpr. Gale
was finally appointed in October last at
an increase of salarv. He was now in
charge of both depactments.

AMr. Bolton: He knows very little about
the fisheries. '

Mr. Cuderwond: And notling about the
ahorigines. .

The TREASURER: It was about time
M, {iale did know someiling ahoutr fzh-
ertes, for he had been in the department
longr enoush,  Evidently il was the apin-
ion of (he Public Serviee Commissioner
that he was well np in the subjecl.

My, WALKER : Some information
should he ziven on the appointment other
than had been offered. Ar. Prinsep was
swuy on leave.

The Treasurer @ He has retired.
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Mr. WALKER: How did it come
aboui that Mr. Gale could be spared from
the Fisheries Department?

Mr. Bolton : He could he spared from
there altogether.

Mr, WALKER: It would be advant-
ageons to the Fisheries Department if he
were spared altogether, but what special
qualiieation had he for the position of
Chiel’ Protector of Aborigines? 1If he
had studied fish all the time he had been
m the service, was it only because the
ahorigines management had hitherto been
“fishy” that he had been appointed to the
management now 2 What  partienlar
qualifications had he shown for taking
charge of this department? It was a
very important work and the reason why
so mueh had been =aid in the past regard-
ing the department had been because
members of Parliament and the people
generally believed that the previous Chief
Protecfor was not yualified. How came
it that Mr. Gale was qualified suddenly
to step into the shoes of the previcus
protector?  Was it an aitempt to get
vid of him from the Fisheries Depart-
went?  Waz die latter departmeri sc
unimportant that a man ecould divide his
dutiez between thar and another depart-
mentY Were the natives dving out so
fast as to need no protector, or anly. as
it were, a slice of a protector?

The PREMIER: The Pablic Service
Commissioner’s repurt was not available
to tiim at the moment, but he knew thai
Afr. Jull considered Mr. Gale made an
excellent official for the position. One
of the objections lo Mr. Prinsep in the
past was that he was too old, and wvery
rarvelv got away from town. Mr. Gale
in the course of his duties as Chief In-
spector of Fisheries had to travel to the
North-West, and to various other portions
of the State, and it was considered that
considerable econom.y could be effected it
he filled the dual position. That was one
reason why the Public Service Commis-
sinner selected him *for the post. Mr.
Crale had been Chief Inspeector of Fisher-
ies for a number of years, and prior to
that had some experience of the ahorig-
ines, for he had heen connected with sta-
tirn life in the ~North-West for many
vears. He, therefore, should bave a prae-
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tical knowledge of what was requived
from the holder of the position of Chief
Proteetor.

Mr. GNDERWOOD: My, Gale knew
nothing about the fisheries, and the State
could profitably dispense with his ser-
viees.  1f that officinl knew anything
about the natives he did not use his know-
ledge. lr was a most diffienll thing to
find that gentleman in his office. He
(Mr. Underwood) had been in Pecth for
something like three years and had only
once heen able to see the Chief Protector,
and  that was Ly appointment. That
would give sowe idea of the interest the
officer took in that branch of his work.
The Aunditor General bad made remarks
on this department which needed ex-
planation. The report stated—*“The Act
provides for a balanece-sheet and ineome
and expenditure aecount, showing the
financial position of the department; also
that such be submitted to the audit for
examination and finally laid before botlr
Houses of Parliament. The position is
the same as last year. These statements
have net been presented for andit neither
are the books construeted to give this in-
formation.” The receipts and payments
for the year werz then given. The re-
porl went on to say that the departmeni
bad expended a great deal of money
which they were not entitled to spend.
Also that the books had been kept in a
lerribly bad manner, and generally speak-
ing that the department had been totally
neglected, and that the £16,000 expended
on it had been practically wasted.

Mr. Butcher © What is the date of the
report?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The report as
te the department appeared on page 155
of the Aunditor General’s report for the
vear ended 30th Jane, 1908. The money
spent by this department was practically
wasted. We found that out of the
£16,000 voted for aborigines, £1.879 was
given as granlts to missions, £9,800 went
for provisions, and other expenses came
to £4,500. An idea would thus he given
of what the native received. He wanted
once more fto make a strong protest.
against the system adopted of distribut-
ing rations to these nalives. He was con-
vinced that the chief benefit was re-
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<ceived 1ot by the natives bul by those
who supplied the natives. There were
several Iinstanees and he eould guote one
particularly  at  Nullaging where the
policeman in charge seonred the whole
of the ecountry for 20, 30, and even 40
miles around to colleer the natives and
take them into Nullagine so that he
could seenre the money for feeding
these natives. It was known (hat there
was a considerable protit on the lines
supplied to the natives and he protested
against a constable being allowed 1o go
out into the scrub and  colleet  these
peeple and send them info a  mining
town so as 1o gel a profit frum feeding
ihem. e desired to enter a protest also
against the sysiem of emploving natives.
It was laid down in the Aet thar a
native could not be employed without
a permit. He doubted very much whe-
ther Parliament had power to pass
a law which would prevent any man
from getting work if he was capable of
doing it. His contention was that if a
native was able to work, that native
should be in a position to secure em-
ployment and get what wages he could.
We found also that the police who were
protectors under the Aet were also pro-
secutors and in some cases were perse-
cutors, In some cases the police fravel-
led around the eountry and if they saw
" a prospector or miner or an ordinary
poor man getfing the assistance of a
native in the dircetion of | collecting
some wood or getting sume water or
some other small thing, the policeman
issued a summons against the man for
emploving a nafive without a  permit,
and he would then be taken some 20 or
30 miles to ilhie town and charged with
this offence. That was the way in which
the Act was being administered in the
Pilbara districi. When one locked forr
the Chief Protector. that officer eould
not he found. Xo doubt he was then at-
tendiny to the ficheriex branch of his
work. Another matter he desired to re-
fer to was with regard 1o the appoint-
ment  of inspectors. Tncidentally he
would say it was his experience and the
experience of orhers in the Pilbara dis-
trict that the natives were far worse off
mow, that 1he native rnestion was more
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diffieult than it had aver been Lefore the
inspectinrs were appuinied. In his dis-
trict the inspeclor was Mr. lsdell. but
he had not been in the Pilbarn district
for the past two years. Every communi-
cation one wanted (o make with regard
to the natives had te be made through
Mr. Isdell, who was invariably around
Derby o Wyndham or in some other
part of the back country and it was al-
nmiost impossible to cet a letter delivered
to him. On the other hand if there was
any  complaint  and those making it
wrote (o the Chief Proteetor in Perth
the letter was ferwarded to Wyndham
or wherever Mr. Isdell might be, in or-
der to oot a veport. their it went baek to
Perth and ther was sent to Nullagine.
If an answer could be abtatned in less
than bwo years. well. whoever might say
s0, knew mare about the distriet than
ke (Mr. Underwood) did.

Mr. Gordon: That is not saving mueh.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hon. menm-
ber did nat know much ubout it.

The Premier: Ave there no other in-
speciors?

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Yes, the police
and some of the squatters. These were
not inspectors however, they were pro-
tectors. They had to keep good horses
to get anywhere near the natives. QOnce
the natives got an indication of the pre-
sence of a policeman, even if he were 10
miles distant away they would start to
scurry through the bush so as to get away
from the police ; and yet the police were
the protectors. The squatters were men
for whom he had the greatest respect.
There were instances however where
squatters did not deserve much respect,
yet they were all made protectors. Tn
any case the squatters were the men who
were employing the natives. Neither
the police nor the squatters were suitable
to he protectors of aborigines, becauvse
the police had to run the natives down
and prosecute them, and they had to in-
still & great amount of fear into them to
manage them. On the other hand the
squatfer generallv <peaking was the man
who employved the natives and thus was
not gnitable to be the protecter. Again
a policeman should never be appointed
to dittribute rations to the natives where
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it was possible to get anybody else to do
the work. It should be the duty of the
policeman to see that the man who had
the contract to supply the rations gave
the natives a fair deal and also gave the
department which provided the money
a fair deal. Under the present system
the policeman had everything in his own
hands and was charging the department
9s. & week

Mr. Monger : Tt is rather rough on the
police.

Mr. UCNPERWOOD : The question had
been dealt with by him at Nullagine, and
he could inform the hon. member that
a vote or two did not matter to him.
Another question which was rather
serious was the fact that a considerable
sum of money had been expended in pro-
viding lock hospitals, and he was con-
vinced that under the present manage-
meitt the money voted was being totally
wasted for the reason that the natives
who were afflicted with the disease which
we should endeavour to stamp out were
not collected and taken to the hospital.
The sabject was not a pleasant one to
discuss in public but it had $o be done.
The existing system was that a policeman
was appointed to catch a woman who
might be suffering from venereal disease
and when one came to think of it it was
not & duty that any man would like to
undertake. 1t° was summed up in a
recent issue of the Hedland Adwvocate as
follows -—

** Can it be expected that a constable
{especially if he has a wife and fhmily)
will perform a lock hospital examin-
ation on any sickly-looking gin he
meets * He generally reports “ saw
no diseased natives.”” There are many
men in the Pilbare districts who would
rather resign their positions than prop-
erly attend to sach work, The system
is o disgraceful one and no permanent
good can result until it is altered, segre-
gation camps off Carnarvon notwith-
standing.”’

That was an absolute fact. This disease
existed to a very great extent throughout
the Pilbara district, and money was voted
with the idea that the disease might be
stamped out. Now one saw by this para-
graph that it was left to the policeman to
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catch & sickly-looking gin and the police-
man did not do it. The idea was to place-
these patients on several islands.

The Treasurer: We have s lob of
patients there too.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : There were a lot
who ought to be patients. Until the-
system was altered it would be absolutely
ineffective &

The Premier : What do you suggest ?

Mr. UNDERWOOD : A special man
should be appointed to go through these
districts. We should not ask a police-
man to do this work. How ¢ould one ex-
pect a married man to look after these
gins ? He would not do it, and he did not
do it. The result was that these sick
natives were still in the district and we-
were spending some thousands a year in
attempting to cure them. In the present
way of collecting the natives the money
was entirely wasted. He protested
against the whole management of this
departinent and he would strongly urge
the Government to appoint to the position
of Chief Protector of Aborigines an active:
man or else strike oub the vote altogether.

The Premier : We ecannot do that ; the
vote is constitutional.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Then as we had
to spend the money we might as well
endeavour to spend it for the benefit of
the natives and in a better way than we-
were doing now. It would be worth
while appointing a man who thoroughly
understood the position and who had the-
energy and ability to earry out the work
propecly.

The TREASURER : It was an easy
matter for members to criticise a depart-
ment of this description and find fault
with the administration. but it was much
mare diffieult to point out the direction
in which the remedy lay. He had charge
of the Aborigines Department for nearly
two years and he found an immense diffi-
culty, especially in connection with the
distribution of rations. e wanted to
have a check placed on these to show that
the accounts which were sent in were for
rations which had been generally distri-
buted. Steps had been taken to put the
department on a sound footing, and the-
Colonial Secretary had issued instructions
with regard to the distribation of rations
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that those supplying them should have
their acronnts checked and certified to by
the police in the district and others who
were in & position to certify to the correct-
ness of the services rendered. The
Covernment could not do more. The
hon. member had referred to the fact that
in some cases the police were supplying
rations themselves. There were but few
instances of this ; indeed there were now
not more than three or four centres in
which the police were issuing rations
themselves; and this only in districts
where there was no other responsible
officer to do it. The member for Pilbara
had said that Mr. Isdell, the inspector,
had not been in the Nullagine district for
the Iust two years. It seemed that Mr.
Isdell was certainly in that district when
the Minister for Mines had paid a visit to
the place 1§ months ago.

Mr. Underwood : He has not been there
since.

The TREASURER : Mr. Isdell had
many other centres to visit and a large
district to travel over. Some members
would argue that beeause the hospital at
Bernier Island was not sufficiently large
for possible future requirements it should
be done away with altogether. How-
ever, he (the Treasurer} hoped that the
Committee would endorse the action of
the Covernment in attempting to cope
with the prevalent malady. Although
perfection was not to be looked for. still
the Government were doing their best to
save the natives of the North-West from
extermination. With that object in
view the two islands, Dorre and Bernier,
had been acquired. and alreadv on the
island set apart for women there were
some 58 patients in charge of a doctor and
a staff of nurses. That was only a hegin-
ning. and Dorre island was fast being
got ready for males. In this matter of
collecting the natives there were very
great difficulties to be encountered, and
the suggestion of the hon. member that
one officer might do the work was
wholly impracticable. Tt was quite
necessary to oall in the aid of the police
in the various centres; and whatever
might be said of exceptional cases, he
ventured to think thet in the vast
majority of instances the police were
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doing their duties well in this regsr
‘The hospitals had been resolved upon
in consequence of the recommendations
of & special committee of experts who had
considered the whole question and dis-
cussed it in all its bearings. As to the
Chief Protector. he had just recently re-
turned from a visit to this island. where
he had seen the system started. He (the
Treasurer} hoped the Committee would
realise that evervthing was being done,
considering the almost overwhelming
obstacles in the way.

Mr. BUTCHER : It was regrettable to
hear criticisin levelled against the Govern-
ment on this subject of the aborigines by
those very North-Western representatives
who ought to have nothing but praise for
the manner in which the Government was
endeavouring to discharge their duty
towards these unfortunate natives. He,
like many others, had used his utmost
endeavours to induce the Government to
do something for the sick natives in the
North-West, and he could honestly say
that he guite approved of the action the

sovernment had taken in this regard.
For this the Government ought to be
commended and warmly supported by
the members from the North-West, in-
stead of being subjected to such criticism
as had been heard this afternoon. This
new hospital had been in existénce only
some six months, and it was utterly im-
possible to expect that an undertaking of
this sort would work satizfactorily in so
short & space of time. As to the distri-
bution of rations to the natives, the hon.
mermber apparently did not realise the
enormous area of Western Australia and
the difficulties in the way of the distri-
bution. As had been said, it was utterly
impossible to do this without depending
upon the police, upon the squatters and
upon the storckeepers of the various dis-
tricts. More than this could not be
done. As for the appointment of pro-
tectors, the hon. member had offered
objection to the utilisation of the services
of squatters for the purpose. Would the
hon. member advocate that miners should
be appointed s inspectors ; miners who
were herc to-day and away to-morrow ?
If there was one man kindly disposed
towards the natives it was the squatter.
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That was his (Mr. Butcher’s) experience,
which ranged over a pretty considerable
part of the history of the North-West.
There were exceptions he wonld admit ;
still, the rule held good. As for as the
qualifications of the Chief Protector of
Aborigines, he {Mr. Butcher} knew of no
man in Western Australia with a wider
knowledge of the natives. Some 30 years
ago the present Chief Protector of Abor-
igines was in the Northern parts of the
country, and had then to his credit a
fairly long experience of the natives.” No
better man could be secured for the posi-
tion if Western Australia were hunted
from one end to the other.

(Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p.m.)

Mr. UNDERWOOD : It was surprising
the Treasurer did not attempt to reply to
the report of the Auditor General, who
said, ‘ Cash had been supplied by the
Treasury without an appropriation by
Parliament, and that a special vote of
£2,000 was provided by Parliament
for the maintenance of hospitals at
Bernier and Barrow islands, the ex-
penditure on which for the year was
shown by the Treasury returns as £758
15-. 11d. ; unpaid accounts belonging to
the year smounted to £310 0s. 8d. ; no
stock sheets were submitted. As pre-
viously reported money was found to be
deposited in the Savings Bank for the
Chief Protector but no accounts therefor
had been kept in the books, The certifi-
cation of accounts for rations was the
same as previously reported, and the
position was therefore still unsatisfactory.
The Auditor General had made sugges-
tions which were sent to the various pro-
tectors, and it was understood the matter
was being considered. but the accounts
generally required organising and placing
on a proper basis.”” It was necessary that
the Committee should have some reply to
this. Nullagine was the last place where
there should be any excuse for appointing
the police to do the distribution. There
were two storekeepers there, besides other
people competent to do it. The police
could certainly see that the distribution
was correct. It was impossible for one
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protector to cover a certain arva, we
should appoint two men.

The Treasurer : One man died, his posi-
tion will be flled.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: An inspector
could not do his work unless he got round
once a year. If the inspector could not
do that, it would be better to have no pro-
tectors rather than in this hali-and-half
style wilfully waste money intended for
the aborigines. We should have some
better method of collecting the patients
for the hospitals. The present system
was a failure, and there was no chance of
stamping out the disease. Notwith-
standing what the member for (fascoyne
said, the Chief Protector had demon-
strated the fact that he did not do justice
to the office ; the department was not
looked after as it should be. No doubt
some of the squatters were kind io the
natives, and among those who had a good
reputation was the owner of Bullathanna,
while & protector one could appreciate
was Magistrate Foss at Carnarvon. but
there were many squatters who did not
treat the natives as they should be treated
and there were men on the Gascoyne who
were certainly not ftted to he protectors,
because they employed natives. Those
who employed natives, were they ever s0
kind, were not the proper people to see
that the natives got fair treatment from
their employers.

The Premier: Does not the scattered
nature of the country make it awkward ?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : Saying it was
awkward and doing nothing more. was
not a satisfactory way out of the diffi-
culty. Unless some serious attempt was
made to reform the department, the best
thing was to stop spending any money on
the natives.

The TREASURER. : It was previously
explained that the Colonial Secretary had
issued instructions for a new system in
regard to rations. The police were to be
utilised as certifying officers, and people-
who issued rations were not to be paid
until their accounts were certified to by
the police. This to & certain extent over-
came the difficulty complained of in the
Auditor General's report. With regard
to the over-authorisation of £2.530, the
hen. member would see a footnote on the
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Estimates pointing out that the estimate
for this year incloded £2,530 expended last
year, but which through an oversight,
was allowed to stand to the debit of a
suspense sccount at the close of the year.
That was why it was included in this
years Estimates. The amount was
tranzferred to a trust account, because
the books were all ¢closed and the balance
sheet issued before the oversight was dis-
covered.

Mr. WALKER : The Auditor General
camplained that the position was the
same as in the previous year, that the
statements showing the financial position
of the department had not been presented
for audit, and that the books were not
constructed to give the information.
That was a strong indictment. Presum-
ably it existed now as under the old pro-
tectorship.

The Treasurer : It has now been alter-
ed.

Mr. WALKER : Last June it was in
existence. It would seem to imply that
the new Protector of Aborigines had not
the time to properly attend to office work
or supervise the officers of the depart-
ment. We had not heard why this
gentleman was appointed. The fact that
he was a squatter and had lived in the
North-West 30 years ago was evidence of
disqualification, rather than gualifcation,
because in those days the apathy of the
white man in regard to the relationship
with the blacks was such as would scarce-
Iy be the case to-day, and the old notions
that the aborigines were an infevior
people to be indented and put into slavery
were not notions to qualify a man to be &
protector of aborigines. Last Parlia-
ment we brought in a new Bill correcting
a large number of old abuses, and it was
intended that the protector should be the
administrator of the new methods to be
adopted and should therefore have the
most up-to-date opinions in an hunani-
tarian sense as to the treatment of the
black population of the State. It was
then said that one man, and a capable
man should receive the appointment, and
that he should devote all his time to the
work. Tf that officer had also to attend
to the Fisheries Department, he would
have more to do than he could manage,
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and the dual appointment was the height
of absurdity. Apparently the Public
Service Commissioner only recommended
the appointment of Mr. Gale on the score
of economy,in that when travelling to the
North-West on Fisheries' business, he
could also attend to the requirements of
the natives. Did the Government intend
to neglect the work of the Aborigines De-
partment ¥ The more unfortunate the
blacks were, the move degraded they had
become because of their contact with the
whites, the more sickness they suffered
from. the more afflicted they were, the
more our pity should go out to them.
What influence had been brought to bear
in order that Mr. Gale might receive the
appointment ¥ Who recommended the
officer 7 Was the appointment made
solely on the recommendation of the
Public Service Commissioner, and did
Mr. Gale apply for the billet ? Did the
Minister suggest who should be appoint-
ed 7

The TREASURER: With regard to
the aceounts, the diffieulty was as to the
system adopted in lhe department. The
accounts had now been transferred to
the central aceountancy of the Colonial
Secretary’s Department under Mr. Camp-
bell, who reported that so far as they
went, they were in order, and that he
was now framing them as (he Auditor
General desired. Also he had reported
that the accounts would be submitted
for audit in due course. In regard to the
stocks, they were nol extensive and con-
sisted almost entively of blankets for
distribation among the natives. These
stocks could easily be checked at any
time. With regard to the appointment
of Mr. Gale, it was an easy thing for a
member to say he was not satisfied that
this gentleman was capable of flling
the position, but the appeintment was
made after Mr, Gale had undergone a
twelve months' trial. The ex-protector
was granted twelve months long secviee
leave, and retired at the end of that
time. During the period, Mr. Gale, on
the recommendation of (he Public Ser-
vice Commissinner, was appointed ael-
ing Chief Protector. He {(the Treasurer)
agreed to the selection as he thought it
was a good one owing to the desire to
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cffect eennomy, and as it was recognised
that Mr. Gale ecould carry ount the dual
position of Chief Inspector of Fisheries
and Chief Protector of Aborigines. The
Public Service Commissioner was salis-
tied with the way in which the depart-
ment was administered during the
twelve months of probation. He was
satisfied from Mr. Gale’s record that
that officer had the requisite experience
of the aborigines, and fhat no man in
the service had a longer or more inti-
maie aequaintanee with the question.
Mr. Jull was satisfied that it would not
interfere with the administration of the
Fisheries Department that tie Chiet Tn-
spector should receive the dual appoint-
ment. Mr. Gale had received extra as-
sistance in connection with the Fisheries
Department, and retained in the Abori-
gines Offiece the old chief clerk. The
Commissioner was satisfied that M.
Gale ecould administer both the depart-
ments economically in the interests of
the State. We had members erying ou:
for eeonomy in administration, but so
soon as the Public Service Commissioner
or a Minister moved in the direection of
esonomy—and this was the essence of
economy—we had a wholesale condemuna-
tion without any intimate aequaintance
with the workings of the department
and without any kunowledge of these in
charge of it. This was earrying the de-
hate ton far. The member for Kanowna
{Mr. Walker) had condemned Mr. Gale
unheard. The officer had filled the posi-
tion ereditably for twelve months. He
was not perfect, no one was, but he was
doing his very best, with the knowledge
he pessesgzed. fo administer the depart-
ment properly, and members rather than
eondemn him, should enconrage him fuor-
ther. and allow him to prove himself.
e had the experience if he possessed
the administrative eapacity. It was all
very well to erificise these appointments
bnt what was the Public Serviee Com-
missioner for? He was there for the
very purpose of inquiring into the quali-
fications of applicants for positions in
the serviee; therefore, 1f he were satis-
fied it was a proper arrangement to
make. surely the appointment was justi-
fied. If the hon. member had any direet
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charge of incapability to bring against
Mr. Gale, let it be produeed. but whole-
sale condemnation withoul one iota  of
responsibiliry  or direet charge should
not be indolzed in. The oilicer was mak-
ing the very alterations found te be ne-
eessary in regard to rvations, provisions
in the lock hospitals, and in addition,
he had made provision by the transfer-
enee of accounts for a svstem which
would meet “with the approval of the
Audilor Gencral.

Mr. WALKER: No charges had been
made by him, and all hie hiad done was
to ask for information.

The Treasurer: You Have got il

Mr. WALKER had received neotbing
but a lecture. The department was im-
portant enough to have a Chief Pro-
tector who should do nothing eise. In
the past My, Gale was supposed to de-
vote the whole of his time to the Fish-
eries Departinent; how. therefore. eould
he now find time to adiminizer the
very huportant Aborigines Department?
To which of these rwo departments did
Mr. Gale now give his sparve time? The
surest  wayv to be extravagant was io
give a man more than he could manage
and let thgs ge 1w rack and  ruin.
When we remembered there was £10,000
voied out of which the blacks had to
receive cansiderarton for all time, we
found ihe Treasurer stating that 3 man
with another billel had been appointed
to the position so as to save the hoat
fare nlong the coast.

The Premier: T zaid it saved
ditional expenditure.

Mr. WALKER: Whay it not shocking
to learn that ihis man had been egiven
this position simply to save the boat
fare to the North-West? It meant
that the blacks were not worthy of
a boat fare A man could go up
there on other business. and in  the
spare time over and above that, he eould
attend to the blacks. This was economy
which should be termed njustice and in-
humanity. Here was a matter which was
important enough for a speeial Aect to
be passed for the proteetion of the
blacks. and now as soon as the Aet was
onf of sieht 2 man was appointed who
conld nse his spare time tu attend fo if.

the ad-
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This depariment required a man who
could devute the whele of his thiue Lo ii,
and there were scores of capable men
who for the salary which mighi be of-
fered would be prepared to give up the
whole of their time to the work.

The PREMIER: In reply to the hon.
member he had informed him that there
‘were two sub-depurtmenis and it was
thought advisable to amalgamate them.
This was done because it was considered
that the Chief Inspector of Fisheries
was nof overworked. After considera-
tion it was decided to amalgamate the
positions of Chief lnspector of Fisheries
and Chief TProtealnr of Aborvigines
and g a result sumething like £800 was
saved. With regard to what the Govern-
ment were doing in this conneetion, he
thought that those juterested in the causs
of the aborigines would have eommended
the Government for having taken a defi-
nite step towards seecuring isolation for
dizeased natives by establishing hospitals
al the two islands on the XNorth-West
coast, and appointing a medical officer to
devote his time in those particular cases.
It uatorally followed that hy seeuring
the izolation of those particular persons
that it must of unecessity prevent  the
spread of the disease. and in that respeet
the Government had made an advance
this xear above anything that had heen
done up to the present time. TDuring the
last year £9,000 waz spent in addition
o the amount devoted fo subsidising mis-
sions aud giving other assistance of a
similar nature, while something like 1,100
infirm and indigent natives were treated.
Members might eonsider it necessary that
the officer holding the position of Chief
Protector of Aborigines should not have
any other duties imposed on him. and he
desired to inform the Committee that fwo
additional inspectors had been appointed
during the vear and they to a eerinin ex-
tent would relieve the Chief Protector of
some of his duties. Oniy a few weeks
ago the Chief Protector returned from the
North, where he took charge of the trans-
port of the natives from the mainland
to these partienlar islands where the hos-
pitals had been establiched.

Mr. NANSOX: Considering the im-
portance of the Aborigines Deparumeni
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it was most unfortunaie that memhers did
not have betore them the repori of the
depariment for last vear. The Iatest re-
port that was available was for the vear
emded 30th June, 1907. With regard to
the fitness of the gentleman oceupying
the position of proteclor, as far as ooe
could judge from what had been said lie
did not think there was any evidence, in
ihe absence of further information, that
wauld lead the Conuuiittee to suppose rhat
a mistake had been wade in appointing
him. It was possible, as the member tor
Kanowna had peinted out. that the duties
impnsed on the profécior, added to those
of  Chief [nspector of Fisheries, were
more than one offieinl could adequately
diseharge.  That eontention zecined, io
some extent, to be borne ont when we re-
membered it had not apparently been
fonnd possible to present the Commiiiee
witlt the report of the department for
the last financial year. As a zeuneral rule
it was undesirable that the Commiitee
should pass the Estimates unless they
were given a report of the various sub-
departinents, and he felt very mneh dis-
posed to move for a reduction of the ilem
on the Estimates in order to mark his
sense of the duty of the Government in
this partienlar, if he thought that by do-
ing 50 any good purpose would he served,
hut lie did not see that Ihe mmonnt placed
an the Estimates. as far as we coukl
wather, was too large for ihe purposes
required, and one did npot wish m seem
in any way to want to cheek the henevo-
lent impulses of the Government in deal-
ing with this fast-dving race and sooth-
ing, so to speak, the last hours of their
exisience. He was less disposed to move
for a reduction of this vote becanse al-
thongh it might seem not only tn eensure
the Government for not supplving lhe
Committee with the report. it mizht
geem to go further and censuve the wepe-
ral ndministration of the department. 1Tf
there was any one particular in which ihe
Government were deserving of praise it
was undoubtedly Tor what they had done
willi rerard to the establishmeni of hos-
pitals for these natives, And althoueh
he vegretted the Committee in voting this
sum were left in ignoranee of many mal-
iers on which information should have
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been supplied, he did not feel disposed,
and he took it that was the general trend
of the Committee, to interfere with the
vate. Looking at the last report avail-
able there was a large number of sub-
jeets dealt with in which reforms were
suggested, and before we left this vete
he would like the Treasurer to give mem-
bers some information in regard to a few
points whieh he would specify. There
were some remarks in the report for the
year 1907 dealing with the issue of gun
licenses to natives. 1t had heen foreibly
brought home to one in reading the papers
n eonnection with the murder of natives
at the Ida H. mine, at Laverton, that
there were bands of natives perambulating
that part of the country in possession
of frearms, and il would appear fthat
among the various native tribes there was
a state of war continuing. Some natives
were camped at the Tda H. mine in con-
sequence of this tribal feud, and it ap-
peared some fime previously other natives
were killed in a similar fashion. We
were not told what was being done by the
police authorities v order to check this
state of things, or whether it was part
of the policy of the Governmenl to en-
deavour to cheek it, or whether (they
thought that the aborigines could be betfer
left to settle these matters for themselves.
In the report of Police Constable Dou-
aldson, stationed at the North Conlgardie
field, after dealing with some of the tribal
murders, he spoke in a rather casual sort
of way, that the tribe were returning
through Darlét, and were now on ilie way
to Peak Hill, where another tribal fight
was to take place. It did not seem to
sirike the constable as an unusual state
of things. He related it as though we
might expect to hear of another enenunter
between Johnson and Burns. He did
not tell us that any steps should be taken
to prevent this fight, but apparently
Jooked upon it as quite in the ardinary
course of things that this fight should
take place, and if it came off there was no
doubt it would he followed by other fights.
until we arrived at the position reached
by the Kilkenny ecats, when there would
be no natives left in that part of the
country. It was on points like these that
the report of the Chief Protector of
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Aburigings would have been useful aa
showing the poliey of the department in
regard to these matters. Again, an appli-
eation had been made to the Government
by the Roman Catliolie bishop for a large
area of land for the establishment of a
new mission at Napier, near Broome Bay.
Possibly that application had been ae-
ceeded to, hul he would like some mfor-
mation on the point. There was another
point: It seemed from the report of the
late Chief Protector that there was a num-
ber of these natives willing to work, but
unable to obtain work. For his part he
liad to confess that it eame somewhat as °
a shoek to learn that any aborigine was
anxions to work., However it would be
interesting if the Minister conld give
some information on this point also, and
en the further point of the employmeni
of natives by Asiaties. In this latter res-
pect there was in existence & regulation
prohibiting the employment of natives by
Afghans, and the late Chief Protector of
Aborigines had urged that this regula-
tion should be further extended to cover
employment by all or any Asiaties. Tt
wounld be well if the Treasurer could give
infarmation as to what had been done.

The TREASURER: The employment
of aborigines by Asiaties had heen sfop-
ped altogether. With regard to the appli-
cation for land at Napier, Broome Bay.
for the purpose of a mission station, an
area of 10,000 aeres had been granted to
the Abhott of New Noreia for the pur-
poses of a mission station, and to be held
only so long as it was utilised for that
specific purpose. With regard to zun
licenses, he understood that none were
issued to aborigines. If they were carry-
ing firearms it was contrary o law and
the police ought to relieve them of those
firearms. He understood that the party
the hon. member referred to had quite a
number of guns in their possession, and
these it seemed had been obtained from
various private sources.  Certainly the
police should lose no opportunity of de-
priving a native of a firearm.

Mr. OSBORN: The member for Gas-
eoyne had expressed regret that the re-
presentatives of the North-West should
attempt to censure the Government on this
question. However it seemed that after
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all it was only (he wmember tor Pilbava
who had eriticized the Government o oge-
speet o the Aborigines Deparunen;. For
his (Mr. Osbhorw’s) part he appreciatel
very much what had been done by tie
Government i this regard, Lt bad bec,,
sabd thal  certain penple were wmakine
considerable smns of monex by ihe i~
tribution of stores 10 the aborigine<; amd
the member tor Pilbara had eondemned
the policy of allowing the police to izsee
sgores, and had recommended that  the
storekeepers themselves should be autheor-
ized to digiribute the rations among 1he
aborigines.  [But at, a~ the member
Pilbara had claimed, the police in distri-
buting (hese slores were prone (o tamper
with the accounts, how nmuch more likely
would be these peopie who had ihe selling
of the rations (o fall under ihe templa-
tion of making a little unlawful profit
ont of the transactiong? The hon. imember
had deelared that the police were in the
habit of riding round the conniry for a
distance of 40 miles or more and driving
in the natives lor rations. Tt mivhi e
sa, hitt he {Mr. Oshorny knew nnthing of
ir, and i seented £0 hing te have abort as
mueh fonndation as had the other =tale-
menis made by the member for Pilluna,
As 2 vesull of some 17 years’ exomicnce
i the North-Wes) he {Mr, C<bhapn
say that in the vast majority of ense- the
natives received nothing but comd freat-
meni ol the hawds of the HISES
Sauatters appointesd ta ali-irihee
were allowed Gd. per dav v ene’s ah-
ginal supplied, e eonld the
Commifiee that for that Gd. nes sy e
squatiers supplied per week 10 ., of
flour, (wo pounds of sngar, hait a oo
of tea, three stieks of tobacco, and eiet’
ing whenever necessaryv.  Auaiv, e wuew
of ope station which wes 5o
for three natives auwd wes o o
ing gixieen.  As for the hosnig? o L o0
nier island. there had heon
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he overeome. In yegard {o the question
ol ot oo wrmils, ewing 1o the
diiliiculer of wetring the-e permits na-
tives were now roaning aboul the conn-
try, md. being cni of  ralions. were
Lovewnd 10 conentt thetts which would unot
acear i1 nesnle,  as formerly,  conld,
whent ioe sipeks cmpe along, aive them
capiayiient, i wendd he fonnel that
vernica ware withbeld From squanters in
tre Liaabmuyne distriet. sa they were nat
favoured.  Credit should be siven o the
departipent  in hat  direetion. The
hiet Frotector of Aborigines should not
he Soclied npon as an oprdinary jaspectyr,
We wmst have sameane to da the adminis-
trative wark. losving the inspeetivn work
to he {lone by the Chiet’ Proleetin’s sub-.
ordiiuiies, v

Vote put and passed.

Vate—{"rarities. £I0878:

Ttem, Siate Children, £345:

Alv. TROY : Who eomprised the
hoarding-out conminitiee?

The PREMIER : There were
setected From eaeh distrier in the meivo-
politan area. dirs, Dy Uieks of Gl
ford waz one. Mrs, Dyennan anoiber, and
the widow of the late iov. 1. Bird an-
other. ey wliose
ratces e diss nob know,

Me, COLLIER: The information was
ey salsactory, e Trensores shunld
he able o give the names.  Who enm-
nrised the vomimitler on the enldfieids?
Theve weve tlree persons appoimed. bal
ot et the disteiet. Who was sp-
pdiaen i wer place?

The TREAMSURER: 3z Whalsh was
coraipied o thie vaenuey, A ot Tady
vothis work was Mis, Johneon
o f Ionbder. These ladies were duainer ex-
eelicn, woilt nspectine  (he homes  in

. ' LI ' Gyt at e
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Therp wore whers
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el ea
and ey sent in periodical reporis 10 ihe
depuirte ent.

Ar. Hudson @ Theiv reports shonld ap-
pear in the desariment's report.

M, OOLLYRR I was saticthetory to

ke Ge vaeahey was led, fwugh he
coct e e annpoved of the anpoint-
N T L Prow o Mre, Walsh,
ooy o Vs Yy e manmer in which

< were ninle. The ladies
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were drawn almost exclusively from the
Women’s Nafional League in Perth and
Fremantle; in fact, the appointment was
a party question. Were these society
iadies the only ones who devoled time to
the care of neglecied children? Were
those three on the goldfields most promi-
nent in looking after cases of thas kind?
Not une of them was ever known (o be
identified with the work, while others se-
tively engaged in the work for yems
were not appointed. He had protested
to Mr. Longmore, the Superintendent of
Publie Charities, with regard to these ap-
poinfinents at Kalgoorlie and Boulder,
and was assared by that gentleman that
it was an oversight. Mr. Longmore was
given ¢he names of one or two ladies who
had attended deputations te the Colonial
Secretmy in regard to this matter, but
those names had heeo entirely overlooked.
The eommittee was constituted of Mrs.
Firnaster, wife of an ex-mayor of Kal-
eoorlie, Mrs. Johnston, the wife of an ex-
wayor of Boulder, and Mrs. Cummins,
the wife of nnother ex-mayor of Kal-
zoorlie, Miners’ wives were better quali-
fied ihan wayors’ wives. Could the Trea-
surer tell how many inspeections the com-
miitee wade? Oue was informed that
Mre. Cummins had not paid one visit of
inspeetion, but when a vaeancy ocenrred
another society lady was placed upon the
eomnmittee. In faet, the ladies were drawn
from that class of society Ministers moved
amongst, and women who had done good
work in this divection were overlooked —
women who had had o rear children of
their own without being able to afford to
pay for murses such as the ladies ap-
pointed could do. Who was Mrs. Walsh?
If the Treasurer could not supply the in-
formation the vote would not go through,

The PREMIER: It was Mrs. Breunan
who first of all organised the Fresh Air
League. At any rate, she was the one
who sent down the first contingent from
the goldfields. This was evidence she had
the matter at heart, and if she kept up
her interest in this work we were fortu-
nate in having her services. Tt was only
a question of getting ladies who were in-
teresled in the matter, irrespective of the
seclion of socleily (o which they belonged.

Mr. Collier: T gave names to the de-
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partment, and they were overlooked.
They ave party appointments absolutely.

The TREMIER: The names must have
been inadvertently overlooked.  There
was a general desire to see that all elasses
of the comnmunity were considered in this
work, It was a matter the Colonial See-
vetary took great interest in, and no one
was more anxious than the Minister to see
thai the Aet was carried out on the lines
Parliament desired,

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Figheries, £1,550:

Mr. ANGWIN: Those in charge of
{he Fisheries Department had been sue-
eessful in making it almost an impossi-
bility for people to get fish. The price
at present obfaining was altogether out-
side the means of men working for
wages. Owing to the regulations it was
almost impossible for fishermen to earn
a livelihood or to place fish on the mar-
ket at n reasonable price. The depart-
ment had been neglected, beecause the
officer in charge was not qualified to
earry out lus duties. Now, in regard to
the sponge industry, Captain Armstrong
an  old British officer, had, during the
past Lour or five vears, devoted much of
Mis time in trawling and trying te show
the people of Western Anstralia the am-
ount of wealth existing along the coast
in eonncetion with Lhe sponge indastry.
One would lhave thought that every en-
eouragzement would _have been given a
man of sueh experienee and capahility;
but, instead of that, everything possible
tiad heen done to retard this old gentle-
wman from carrying out his work. He
had wet with rebuffs every time he had
approached the Government or the de-
partment in rvegard to the matler. Not
only hat, hut the head vt the deparvi-
ment had gone out of his way to con-
demn the work done in vezard to the
industry.  While Captain Armsirong
had heen blocked in every possible way,
a Mr. Phillips, who came to the State
recently from England, probably on ae-
eount of the report from Captain Arm-
strong with regard to the industry, was
assisted in every way possible in the
divection of opening up an industry
here. In addition, Mr. Phillips had been
supplied with a number of sponges to
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assist him in the work. Why should the
man who had given bis time and moncy
to make this industry known, be ren-
dered ne assistance whatever? Captain
Armsrrong had very good reason to
think the department had acted vindie-
tively iowards him. That gentleman sent
an exhibhit te the Franco-British exhibi-
tion, The Government had approached
him with a view to purchasing sponges
for exhibition theve after a thoroughly
expert examination had heen made.
Within a week or two, however, the
Fisheries Department wrote a letter to
London io Mre. R. C. Clifton, chairman
of the exhibition, for the express pur-
pose of condemning the exhibits sent
there. The letter dated the 4th of Sep-
tenber. 1908, said—“I beg to forward
for your information reports received
from Londen relating to the sponges
purchased by vour board from Captain
Armstrong.  These reports express the
opiniun I gave to your secretary and
others that the samples submitted by
Captain Armstrong were worthless, this
opinion being backed up by reports re-
ceived from London prior te vour pur-
chase relating to the same variety of
sponges.  You will notiee in the leiter
from the Imperial Tnstitute that mention
is made of letiers of the 18th of April

and the 14th of September. Copies of
these letters are marked A7’ and “*B."’
Captain  Armstrong’s  elaim was  that

the sponges referred (o were no his at
all. but had been obtained by Mr. Gale
from some other place and sent to Eng-
land by him; he also claimed that the
reason for this stafement was that his
work shonld be condemmned. Tf these
stntements were true. an inguiry by the
Minister should be made, and the wrong
done to Captain Armstronz should be
rectified. while the department should
be prevented from showing any further
vindictiveness. Subsequently, a com-
munication was received from London
regarding the sponges, and Mr. Gale had
an interview with the Press, and again,
pointed out that the sponges were
worthless. He said he regretted that
Captain Armstrong was doing more to
injure the indnstry than any other per-
son, With a certain amount of optimism
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Mr. Gale then went on to say. although -
the spunges exhubited were worthless, it
did not follow there was no possibility
of a paying industry being established..
One would judge from these facts that
there was a certain amount of truth in
the statemenis mnde by the Chief In-
spector, but when we found =z litile
while afterwards that Captain Arm-
strong received from the oflicer in
charge of the W.A. exhibits at the Ex-
hihition. a notification that he had ‘been
awarded a diploma and a bronze medal,
that showed that one or other of the
parties must be wrong. Either Mr. Gale
went out of his way to condemn the ex-
hibit, and tried to get the judges to con-
demu it, or else those who examined it,
and awarded the diploma eould not have
understoed anything about sponges, Cer-
tainly, no bronze medal was to be de-
livered. although the award was made,
for the intimation was sent to the sue-
cessful exhibitor here that ke must pay
twn guineas before receiving the medal.

Mr. Scaddan: How many entries  of
sponges were there?

Mr. Holmawn: Only one.

Mr. ANGWIN: If all the exhibits sent
to London which obtained diplomas and

medals were worthless, very little as-
count must be taken of the so-ealled
honour, He hoped that ilte Premier

would see Lhat justice was done to tihis
vld gentlemaun in eonneetion with the
sponges. The Premier had already given
Captain  Armstrong some eneourage-
meni in the letter be wrote to him, and
which Captain Armstrong had printed.
He (Mr. Angwin} was pleased to see
that the Premier recognised a man who
was spending his money to develop an
industry within the State. His only ve-
gret was that the Premier was not in
charge of the Fisheries Department.
Everything showed elearly that Captain
Armstrong was handicapped in the work
he had in hand. He should certainly
receive that courtesy and consideration
to which every man who was willing to
embark in a new enferprise was entitled.
It was rumoured that Captain Arm-
strong was to have a monopoly of the
shores of Western Australia. Some tHime
ago a gentleman named Jacobs obtained
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an exclusive right to deal with the
wealth  existing on the Western Aus-
tralian coast. The application made by
Captain Armstrong did nol cover one-
tenth of the area mentioned by Mr.
Jacobs, so that members would see that
the statemenis which had been made,
that he wanted the exclusive rght Lo
operate on the whole of the shores, was
not ¢orrect. We heard also that a shave-
broker in Perth had these sponges con-
demned by a firm in Londou. This fiem,
Towever, was doing all the business wirh
other parts of Australia, a business
worth from £80,000 to £100.000 per aun-
num and memhers would realise that
they were going to do everything pos-
wible to prevent  the sponge industry
from extending to Western Aunstralia.
He hoped the Minisier would help Cap-
(ain Armstrong to (rv and develop an
industry which would do an wumense
amonnt of zood to Western Austealin
‘in the near futuve.

[Mr. Foulkes took the Chair.]

My, BOLTON: Now that Mr. Gale had
fBeen wiven another department to con-
trol, we should have a Letter time in the
future with veeard fo the Fisheries De-
parlment.  Tf the Government were sin-
cere in their hoasted expressions of reeard
for the poorer elasses. they wounld new
enable the poorer people (v pet lish af
reasonable rates, and this they womd be
able to do by bringing ahoni an aifery-
tion of the existing ridienlons reeniations.
Alr, tinle had been approached b alter
these regulations, but he was too tired to
a inlo the matter and make the necessary
inguiries (o find oul. whether they eould
be altered with advantaze to lw poorey
elass,  The question lad arisen shoct he
size of the wesh, and thal had beer cong
ko, A seleel eommnitrsee odd slse sit on
the fshing industry, s even the rocam-
mendations which had Leen made by that
eommitiee did not have anv effeet on ile
Chief Inspector whe had not thouneht it
1o alter the reculations.  The report of
this selert commillee saved o olaer
things-—that the rezulation mesh was jon
larwe for the fish. anmd there was no besi-
{ation i reeomtmeadinee o requet i of e
ine<h. and also {he opening of the Swan
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River between the Narrows and Preston
Point, and the Canning River frow ifs
Junetion with the Swan to Mount Henry.
While the evidence was being given be-
fore that committee, Mr. Gale was in
constand attendance and he should iiave
Lad suilicient energy subsequently to zo
into the matter of altering the regulations,
Perhaps now it would be better to ap-
proach the Minister on the subject, as
the Chief Tnspeector would be too husy
with the Aborigines Department to de-
vote any time to this all important snb-
jeet, and with that as an exeuse, he (Ar.
Bolton) would approach the Coloniat
Seeretary. and ask him o make certain
alterations. Members who kiew anything
abont fishing, would know that at eertain
periods of the year the fish mwigrated fromn
the rivers to the open waters. At the
present. Lime of the year the fish were
wigrating from the Swan in laree num-
hers to the open waters, and sometimes a
mile length of heantiful mullet were going
oult every night, and in faet this fish had
been going ont for the past three weeks,
His information was obtaineé from those
who had gained (heir living all their lives
at this particular trade. It was necessory
that some closed walers shonld be thrwn
open.  The river was pleniifully suplied
with fish, and it was sirange when one
wanted to buy mullet or tailer. 1t was ne-
cessary to pay 2d, each. He was told ihat
if portions of the clozed waters were
thrown open, these fish could be hawked
to (he houses for from 4d. to 6d. per
dozen. The fact that the nriee of ich
was  so  high went to prove that there
should he some alteratioms Lo the veumla-
tions. e hoped that the Minister cun-
tro'liner the department, who was listen-
ing. but who was noi able fo reply, would
take notice of what had been said. Evi-
dence taken hy  the select  commitiee
showed that the number of sehnapper in
o walers was heing fast reduced and
that had been borne out by faets. To-
day =elmapper were searcer than ever,
and it wonld shortly be impossible {0 get
oy ol oall. The way to safeguard this
wunld be to close a number of sehnapper
tixaing monnds, and Safety Bay particu-
Polv siiondd be clored for a period of
five years. (f the Government were pre-
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pared to do ihat a plentifnl supply of
fish would be assured at that place; if
the Government thought that five years
was too long a period, it would be an easy
niatter to issue regulations to provide that
fishing could take place Lhere for three
hours out of the twelve or twenty-four.
[n that way Lhe tish would not be mueh
disturbed and wounld noi leave the dis-
trict. He was hopeful now that Mr. Gale
had e devole a guod deal of his time to
the Aborigines Department, thal the
Fisheries Department would fare better.
11 was not in any vindielive sense that
he made thiz remark. Mr. Gale bad is-
sued moest absurd regulations, without re-
ferenee to men who had gained their live-
lihoed in this industry. He believed that
the Minister would make some altera-
tinns; at any vate e hoped he would go
into the question thoroughly. He {(Mr.
Bolton) might have felt justified in mov-
ing to reduce the vote—because he felt
the department had been neglected—but
for the fact that the genileman in charge
would now have less to do with the depart-
ment than in the past.

Mr. GORDON: Having taken a little
interest in the fishing industry of Western
Australia, he would say with reference
to the opening of walers in the Swan
river to the Caugeway. that while this
course would be heneficial to some of the
fishermen now engaged on the river, he
did wpot think it would have the effect of
making fish any cheaper, because in spite
of the vigilance of the inspectors, he was
sure that operations were being carried
out where these waters were closed. He
was afraid that fish at 4d. a dozen wnuld
be a0 small as not to bhe worth having.
He did not thiok the mesh to be used in
the Swan river should be made mueh
smaller than at present. No doubt there was
a scareity of fish along the coast, but the
closing of certain localities was not likely
io make them more plentiful. Some time
ago he had taken an interest in geiting
certain waters around Rockingham closed :
as a matter of fact the fish there to-day
were not as numerous as they had been
when the waters were first elosed. Tn res-
peel to the opening of the Swan river
the matter kad Mr. Gale’s approval, and
it was nnderstood fhat the Minister him-
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it oifered no ubjesiion to . Conse-
quently that water would probably be
thrown open, but he was confident ithai
the fish would not be any the cheaper
for it,

Mr. WALKER: One note that struek
him. and struek most other people, was
that for soine reason or another fish were
toe expensive for the ordinary eitizen.
There must he some cause for it.

Mr. tlardon : There are no fish.

Mr. WALKER: There were no fish be-
canse the management of the department

. had been bad and under it fish had been

destroved hefore reaching maturity. FHe
did nol know of any ather part of the
world were less practical attention hadl
been pail 1 the development of the fish-
ing industry than had heen the ease in
this State. FEverywhere else large sums
of money had been spent in the develop-
ment of this industry. Although per-
haps in our rivers, bays, and estuaries
fish were gefting scarce, he was convinced
that we had very good trawling grounds
along onr shores, from which by a little
enterprise ¢uantities of fish might be
drawn. sufficient to supply every house-
hold at a compartively reasonable price.
He was prepared to condemn the Fish-
eries Department and more particularly
Mr, Gale, who had been a stumbling-
block in the way of reform. Equally so
had Mr. (Gale been an offender in regard
to another indusiry, namely, that of
sponges. He was pleased to see that the
Premier was giving his moral, if not his
practical, support to the development of
the sponge industry. It had been clearly
shown ithai we had spouges of good com-
mercial value whieh offered a means of
employment to a large number of people;
vet Mr. Gale had tabhooed any develop-
ment of the industry. In this respect he
had pigeon-holed matters whieh had re-
ceived the imprimatur of the Premier
himself: he had delayed actual opera-
tions to suit his own convenience, and he
had tabaoed and even slandered the sug-
gested possibilities nf the indusiry to the
very utmost. He had siood hetween
Ministers and experiment. and had shown
himself to he a stumbling-block n the
wav of this countrv’s industries. He
(Mr. Walker) believed that in the Pre-
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niier’s Departiment there had been an
earnest Jesire that ihis industry shouid
be tested and given a foir chance. Ie
believed thal even the Colonial Seeretary
himself had lLeen in favour of wiving
some  encouragement.  to  this indusney.
But M. Gale had stood above them all
and Dbidden them retive to their kennels
whilst lhe exereised authoritative com-
mand. He (My. Walker) submitted that
if Mr. Gale was going to attend to the
aborigines he ecould not attend to the
Fisheries Department. 1f the reports
which he (Mr. Walker) had seen in re-
aard to Caplain Armstrong’s work among
the sponges were reliable the Government
ought to be prepaved (o make some great
sacritice in order to give this industry a
«chance. Captain Armstrong had been
awarded a bronze medal at the Franco-
British Exhibition; yet in spite of it all
we had had nothing but condemnation
from Mr. Gale. Talk about crying
stinking fish! what would other countries
say when they saw that ihe head of the
Fisheries Department was the source of it
all? Tf other countries had snch an asset
they would exploit it to the utmost. He
was informed that sponges sent home
from the Fisheries Department were not
treated properly and that dhey were
treated in a manmer calenlated to spoil
them. That was current report down
town. At all events, this head of the
Fisheries Department had done his ut-
most to block any possibility of exploit-
ing what were known as local sponges.
Even if those sponges were not equal to
those of the Mediterranean they at least
sonstituted a valuable article of commerce
and should be utilised as such. Yet be-
cause of the hindrances offered by Mr.
Gale this could not be done.

Mr. Gordon: What are the hindrances?

Mr. WALKER: The hindrances Mr.
Gale had thrust in the way. The Premier
was well able to tell the hon. member
what they were. He (Mr. Walker} was
prepared to read a little evidence on the
subject, but he thought it was only too
well known, He hoped the Government
would do something to exploit this in-
dostry lying at our doors, and that the
praiseworthy efforts of Captain Arm-
strong wounld be reeognised. Certainly
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sumething more should he done uot only
in regard to sponges but in recaml to the
fishing industiy.

The PREMIER: The renarks of han,
members in esnnecton with the sponge
and the fishing industries haidl  heen  of
considerable interest to him.  Although,
as the member for Novth Fremantle had
said, lte was not an expert as far as the
Fisheries Department was eoncerned. vet
he was satisfied ihat (e views placed he-
fore the Commitiee by hon. members wha
had sote kuowledge of the subject would
not be overlocked when the matier was
brought nader the notice of rthe Minister
enntrolling the deparment. Undoubtedly
at rhe present e we were naving a
very high price for fslh, and ihis seemed
to obtain all over the State. His own
experience of the fishing industry was
lhnited to the buying of a bhoat in
order lo start a man fishing, which hoat
had been prompily wrecked. In regard
to the sponge industry, he thought that
Captain Armstrong was an estimable old
man but, like many other getting on in
vears, offen imagined that he had a zriev-
anee which, however, when investigated
assumed very narrow dimensions. As far
as that gentleman was eoncerned, he had
received sympathetie treatment from the
Government.  When the exhibiis for the
Franco-British Exhibition were heing col-
lected, Captain Armstrong had brought
under his (the Premier’s) notice several
specimens of sponges, which, to his un-
practised eye at all events, appeared to be
very admirable in quoality.  In conse-
aquence he had indnced the commitiee in
charge of the collecting operations o pur-
chase these sponges for the sum of £20,
These were sent home and Captain Arm-
strong was awarded a bronze medal; but
Captain Armosirong in letters to the Press
stated that these sponges had been care-
lessly packed and that they were used as
packing for furniture and other exhibits,
and consequently depreciated in value.
Mr. Wicken, who had charge of the exhi-
bits at Home, reporting on this =aid that
these statemenis were most glaring. be-
cause the sponges were packed in Cap-
tain Armstrong’s presence and none of
them were nsed for packing other things,
and that 1he ship's manifest showed Lhat



Annnal Estimates:

nothineg but sponges. He also said that
the =ponges arrived in as good order as
when they were in Perth. but that they
were not appreciated to the extent we
hoped.  Specimens were sent to Mr. Gil-
hert in Melbowrne te bring them under
the notice of the printers. as it was said
they were useful in conneetion  with
printing wark; but people competent to
express an opinien having examined thew,
it was found that they were not as good
as we expecied, However, we should not
be discouraged in endeavouring to exploit
the indusiry. Captain  Armstrong had
made several applications for leases and
the sole right to control eertain areas of
foreshore, His last applieation was in
connection with a small portion of the
Swan river foreshore at Presion Point
and he was asked to state what particular
produce of the sea he wished to collect.
(Captain Armstrong replied that he was
unahle to state this pending thorough in-
vestigation, and he applied for use of the
Government launch and diving gear so
that investigations might be made for
three or four days. It was now arranged
to hire a launch at £15 so as to make the
investigations  that Captain Armstrony
considered necessary. Mr. Gale was not
vindietive in any way in regard to Cap-
tain Armstrong, and the Government huid
been very svinpathetie towards him, pro-
bably inore particularly because he was
an old Crimean veteran, and one who had
done his shave of pioneering work in the
coloniex. The Government would endeav-
owr o assist bim as for as they possibly
could in the direction he indicated, as it
might be of value in opening np some of
the hidden wealth of the State.
Vote put and passed.

Vote—Friendly Sociéties and Indus-
trial Arbilration, £3.429:

Mr. BATH: THad the Government
made provision for an examiner to ex-
amine apprentices under the arbitration
award in the tailoring trade?

The PREMIER: Provision was made
for these examinations to take place;
{he apprentices ‘were now being regis-
tered.

Vote put and passed.

[2 Fesruary, 1909.]
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Vole—Gaols, £32,163:

Mr. NANSON: The average number
of prisoners in the gaols of the State
was 671 and half of them were in the
Fremantle gaol. The prisoners at all the
gaols in the State cost on an average £41
per prisoner, while the eost, excepting
Fremanile, was £28 per prisoner, but the
cost at Fremautle nlone was £67 and at
Hamel £38. Comparing the cost of our
raols with the cost of those in the other
States, we found that it eost us three times
as much per head of population as it cost
in Eastern States. No doubt the cost of
food in this State was somewhat heavier
but the firures tor the other Stales per
head of popnlation were:—New South
Wales, Is. 2d.; Vietoria and Queensland,
10d.: South Australia, 11d.; and, Tas-
mania, Sd.; whereas the cost in this State
was 2s. 6d. Tt was 2s. 2d. in 1902, but
it had now inereased to 25, 6d. It wounld'
seem there was some need for explana-
tion and possibly, for inquirv, becanse
faets like these gave one an uneasy feel-
ing that economies thai might be made
were not being made. The Premier
might explain the high cost at Fremantle
as compared with the rest of ithe Staie.
and the high cost tor the State as eom-
pared with the cost in the other States.

Mr. GILE: Warders in the Fremantle
prison poing on duiy ai 12 o'clock
ntidnight liad to go to the prison at 7.30
p-nv, and those who finished duty af mid-
night had (o vemain in the prison unptil’
G.10 a.m.: but they received nothing for
the hours they speni in the prison in the-
one case after reaching the prison and be-
fore going on dutv, or. in the ofher case..
after fnishing duty and betore leaving
the prison. These hours were not counted
as duty and they were not paid for. Of
course, ihe reply recently given o a ques-
tion he put, that the hours of work ave-
raged eight hours a day, was corveel; but
iliese men really went on or off duty hours
hefore or after ihieir  aciual  working
honrs counted. If a warder arrived at
ihe prison afier 7.30 p.m. he was fined. so
that, practically, he was on duty, although
lie was not acinally supposed to he on
doty until midoight. The men bad a just
grievance in this respect. Another griev-
ance was that men who came off in the
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waormng had o relieve the day staff for
an hour at noon, and then had to 2o on
duty again in the evening. Thus, a war-
der spent the greater portion of his day
within the prison walls, and it was not
fair to say that he only woked eight
haes a day.  The superintendent was an
excellent man. but was old-fashioned in
lis ideas, believing thal {he system of 20
vears ago was good enongh for fo-day.
Tf the matter were gone into the griev-
ance could be remedied.

{ My, Daglish resumed the Chair.)

Mr. JACOBY : It was surprising that
‘the cost per capita of administering the
gaols had increased considerably in recent
years. One would naturally assume that
a3 the cost of food supplies had decreased
there would have been a tendency to bring
.down the cost rather than the reverse’
Why was there an increase of 4d. per
head * Look at the administration of the
Hospital for the Insane, and it would be
found there that the cost was con-
siderably less per head than in the
gaols. According to the report of the
Comptiroller General of Prisons, the cost
at the Fremantle prison for 1906 per
capita was £54 3s. 3d.. end in 1907, £57
1s. 5d. ; at Hamel the cost for 1906 was
£44 14s. 5d., and in 1907, £58 2s. 10d. ;
while at Rottnest the cost for 1906 was
£31 5s. 4d., and in 1907, £40 8s. 10d. ; at
the Hospital for the Insane the cost was
£31 13s.
to why the cost of administering the
gaols had increased, and why it was so
much higher than the cost of administer-
ing the Hospitul for the Insane.

Mr. Scaddon : At the latter place they
produce a large amount of their nwn
food.

Mr, JACORY : So they did in connec-
tion with the gaols. At Rottnest Island,
for instance, the prisoners fattened their
own sheep. and bread was always
made at the institutions. Mention was
made in the report of the large amount ~f
work done by the inmates of the gaols for
other departments. but it did not appear
that the gaols were credited with these
amounts. That shouid be done. The
value of the work done at the various
gaols was estimated by the Comptrotler
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Cleneral at £3.280 14s. 7d., while it was
mentioned that the value of the services
rendered to the Harbour and Light De-

partinent alone amounted to just over
£2.140. 1§ such wvaluable work were
done for the Harbour and Light Depart-
ment. the Caols Department should be
credited with shat amount. If the
former department had to employ other

people to dn the work it would be a cash

expenditure. Now that it was done by

the prisoners it was a book-keeping
amount, but it should be credited to the
Cinols Department. The same remnark

applied to the printing that was done
at the gaol for various departments

Something shounld be done to see if we
¢oulkl not make an etfort 1o turn men cut
of gaol better than avhen they entered
it. In a good many cases men were sent
to prison for comparatively small ofiences,
and because they had had the misfortune
to be found out. An effort should be
made that in these cases the prisoners
should be prevented from becoming con-
taminated by their surroundings. The
great proportion of the prisoners were not
of the criminal class except by accident.
Certainly there were criminals of a tem-
perament from which good citizens could -
never be made, hut there were many who,
if care were taken to keep them away
from those vicious from temperament,
would be turned out of the gaols with a
sfrong determination to do better in the
future.

Mr. HOPKINS : Did the Covernmment
intend to do anything in regard to ex
tending the principle introduced by the
late Dr. Jameson, under whose instruc-
tion good coanduct prisoners were given
an opportunity of working at Hamel.
Admittedly numbers of desirable citizvens
had found themselves within the walls of
a prison for some temporary lapse, or for
offences not of a particularly rerious
nature. He had always felt that once a
man went to prison. even if only for a few
months. such an influence was brought to
bear upon him that he was led ultimately
either into the lunatic asylum or into the
gaols for ever. That principle was apt to
grow, for this reason that we found the
men at the head of the departinent in
nearly every inatance had the desire to
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build wp a eircumlocution department
around them and make it as big and im-
portant as possible.  Only a very small
percentage of men who went te prison
were of such a character that thev could
not be redeemed from their evil ways if
proper steps were taken. but, according to
the svstem in vogue, noet only here but
also in the other States of Australia,
the result was to manufacture criminals.
One could not go vound the agricultural
and nuning portions of the State without
being strack by the need for water con-
servation. There was no State where the
climatic conditions required the conser-
vation of water more than this, and there
was no other State that allowed more pure
water to run into the ocean than was
done here year after year. and at infinite
cost the whole population was called upon
to maintain the prison and numbers of
men who might be redeemed if given the
apportunity of warking in the open air
and carrying on an active and healthful
occupation. It might be said that that
would interfere with the labour maerket,
but he eould not agree with that. Take
.the Avon river. These mén could be
employed in  building weirs there
which would mean the conservation of
millions of gallons of water. In fact,
every stream which ran in the South-
Western division could he dealt with in
the same way. Perhaps after a few
vears. with a proper system of water
conscrvation, we might then have sum-
mer showers as was experienced in some
of the other parts of Australia. The
peonle engaged in agricultural and pas-
toral pursuits knew the value of summer
raing, and more particularly in a State
like this, one could conceive the advan-
tages that would accrue from a proper
system of water conservation. As a
humane people. he would like to see the
Colonial Secretary bear this aspect of the
question in mind, and despite the apinion
of his officials give some reasonable

chance to those men in the Fremantle
prison to do some open air work instead
of keeping them in prison for the purpose
of employing a huge staff of warders who
only battened on unfortunate circum-
stances.
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dMr. BATH : The subject introduced
by the member i{ar Beverley reminded
him that the administration were doing
entirely the opposite. .As a matter of
fact the conditions existing at present
were enough discouragement to reform
or good because as a matter of fact we
had a number of men within the walls of
the prison engaged in the work of print
ing and bookbinding for a number of the
State departiments. while at the present
time there were, he supposed. 30 or 40
hands whoe had lost their employment
through the stoppage of the Morniag
Herald.

The Treasurer ; There are only two in
the prison engaged in printing work.

Mr. BATH : There were more engaged
in the work of bookbinding or in the
various processes of bookbinding. FHe
was informed on good authority that
there were more men empioyed in the
bookbinding work there than were en-
gaged outside. He was dealing also with
the printing and here we had these men
carrying on the work and doing it a little
more cheaply, while outside there were
not only those men who had been dis-
charged from the Merald with families
depending on them, but others who were
looking for werk or were leaving the
State. Even lefore the Herald stopped
publication there were meny men em-
ployed in bhoth the beckbinding and
printing trade.  As a matter of fact the
prospect that thesc men were faced with
at present was that the only chance of
getting work in Western Australia was by
going into prison. They certainly could
not get work outside. The suggestion
put forward by the member for Beverley
was essentially sensible because anyone
could see that the employvment cof these
men, especially in planting f{orests or
thinning out young plantaticns of jarrah
would not deprive any man of werk. We
had talked and ialked in this Siate of
reafforestation, of conserving our jarrah
forests, and giving a chance to the yvoung
stufl and thinning it out: but we had
done nothing but talk. We had reports
on forests and reports frem fcrestry
commissions. which had cest the eountry
hundreds of pounds, and the recommend-
ations were contained in the volumes now
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on the shelves behind members, and
nothing had been done except to grow a
little pine plantation. This scheme at
Hamel was essentially a good one. The
prisoners there were not under the obser-
vation of their fellow citizens, and he
knew, because he was oneof the visitors ap-
peinted under the Prisons Act, that there
were 8 number of those men who after
having finished their sentences secured
jobs on clearing work end ringbarking
throughout the South-Western district.
"These men were in no sense competing
with those who were fortunate enough to
be outside the prison walls. The suggest-
ion of the hon. member could well be ex-
tended. In New Zealand where they
carried this out on a greater scale they
did not employ a large staff of warders.
It meant thaet if prisoners escaped and
were captured they lost their chance of
remaining on the plantations where they
received certain concessions in the way of
better treatment and better food. The
result was that the men were not anxious
to escape. Under those circumstances
he sincerely hoped that in the allocation
of work to the prison which was going on
at present to a pgreat extent, consider-
ation would be given to the deplorable
condition of the printing trade outside
and to those who were vietims of cireum-
stances. .
The TREASURER : Replying to the
last objection first he could not under-
stand the hon. members’ information with
rogard to the printing establishment at the
Fremantle gaol. The hon. member had
been informed that there were more men
engaged in the printing and bookbinding
there than were engaged outside. At the
present time there were only 18 or 20
prisoners engaged in both printing and
bookbinding. The object of the Govern-
ment had been to minimise this claas of
work as much as possible. On several
oceasions when he had received depu-
tations he had given an undertaking to
restrict this work as much as possible and
he had been assured that this had been
done. He was told that only those who
were not strong enough to take onaheavier
class of work such as blacksmithing or
carpentering were put into these depart-
ments. and when one considered the total
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value of the work turned out last year was
only about £800, members would recog-
nige that it was not a big item, and that
no injury had been done to outside
workers. With regard to the suggestion
made by the member for Beverley he
would point out that the Hamel depot
had only recently been closed and that
the Government were certainly in favour
of endeavouring to find employment for
prisoners outside. Of course, there must
be a proper class of employment, and from
what the hon. member had said it was
obvious that if prisoners were given out-
side work, there must be a greater staff
of warders to look after them, and that
more particularly applied to prisoners
working in jarrah forests. Surely in such
places a double staff of warders would be
required. That meant of course in-
creased expenditure. Then came the
question as to whether objections would
not be raised on the score of these men
entering into competition with outside
labour. 8o too, when prisoners weré
put on to construct dams, or roads or
bridges.

Mr. Hopkins: There was never any
complaint. The system was rather ap-
proved of.

The TREASURER : For one, he him-
self quite approved of it. But he was
pointing cut that if complaints were raised
aganinst 18 men being employed in book-
binding and printing, they would almost
certainly be raised against men being put
on to do navvying work. The member
for Greenough had complained of the cost
of the department and had drawn com-
parisons between the cost of the large
gaols and of the small gaols,

Mr. Walker : And that the cost was 8d.
in Tasmania and 2s. 6d. here.

My, Bath : The difference in cost of pro-
visions will account for that.

The TREASURER : To a large extent
it wouid. He would give the figures
showing the costs of these gaols right
throngh Western Australia. These would
demonstrate that the cost was very much
less than in previous years, and very much
smaller than the cost of similar institu-
tions in the Eastern States. Thus in
1889 the cost per head per year of the
prisoners in Western Australia hed heen
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£42 25. 04d., while in 1907, it was £40 18s.
13d., showing a very considerable re-
-duction. To take the cost per head of
the prisoners in Western Australia as
-compared with those in the Eastern States
it would be found that in Vietoria they
-cost per head per annum £55 53, 10d., in
South Australia £53 18s. 3d., in Queens-
land £49 16s. 4d., and in New South
Wales, £51 6s. 2d. So that the lowest
- cost in the Eastern States was £8 18s. 2d.,
per head more than Western Australia,
while the highest was over £14 in excesa
of the cost here. This too, notwith-
. standing the fact that the cost of food-
atuffs in Western Australia was certainly
greater than in the Eastern States. He
had before him a schedule showing that
the increase in the cost of food-stufis this
year as compared with that of last year
was enormous, ranging from 10 per cent.
to 40 per cent. Bread had increased 26
per cent. and meat 17 per cent. One
-could therefore see at once where the
extra cost for this year came in. With
regard to the cost of the Fremantle gaol
in respect to trades no credit was taken
for the work being carried out. The cost
given was the total cost of the establish-
ment. It was not credited with the value
of the work turned out, because the Audit
Act prohibited that. Such credit had to
g0 to revenue account. Then there was
the question of the hours worked. The
hours of warders had been reduced ; and
with regard to the guard-recom duty he
wished to point out that instead of eight
warders there were now only two kept on
that specizl duty. It was necessary for
the general protection that there should
be extra hands in case of need. It was a
gystem adopted right through the whole
of the Commonwealth. These men were
not on every night. but only one week in
three. To do away with this system
would mean & very large increase of ex-
penditure. It was not considered a great
hardship to ask two warders to sleep on
the premises for one week in three. Still
the Minister would look into the matter.
He was quite sure that the Government
would slso consider as to what means
- could be taken to employ prisoners out-
side in the manner suggested by hon.
members,
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Mr. JACOBY : It was understood to be
the intention of the Government to re-
move the prisoners from Rottnest on the
completion of their work there. Ap-
parently the department had some pro-
position as to what other outdoor labour
would be given these prisoners. He
would like to hear the intentions of the
department in that respect. Several
suggestions had been made to-night and
he was sure that if the department were
determined to close the prison at Rott-
nest they must have some plans in view
in respect to the employment of the
prisoners.

The TREASURER : The work at Rott- |
nest would probably last for another
couple of years. The only other work
which the Minister had under consider-
ation at present was the question of plant-
ing pines.

Item, Superintendent, £390:

‘Mr. ANGWIN : By the footnote it was
seen that this officer had'quarters, water
and sanitation. What was the meaning
of sanitation.

The TREASURER : It meant that the
superintendent was provided with sani-
tary service free.

Item, Religious instructorz. £300:

Mr BATH : Surely a saving might be
made in this direction. Were there not
some gentlemen connected with the
varions churches who had sufficient in-
terest in the welfare of prisoners and
sufficient Christian spirit to undertake
the spiritual charge of the prisoners with-
out: it being necessary to provide an item
on the Estimates to the extent of £300 ?

The TREASURER : Service of pravers
was held every morning. These ministers
of religion had to give their attendance
every day and to provide religious in-
struction for the prisoners. He thought
it was a reasonable proposition that
they should receive some consideration.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : We heard a areat
deal of Christian charity ; it would be re-
freshing to receive some of it here : the
Government supplied it.

Mr. Hopkins: Would the priconers be
annoyed if it were taken away ? .

Mr. UNDERWQOD : The prisoners
were sentenced to be kept in gaol. but
were not sentenced to have these in-
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flicti»ns. To what densminatisn did
these gentlemen belong ?

The TREASURER : A priest of the
Roman Catholic Church rececived £123
per annwn, and a clergyman of the
Church of England received £173 per
annum, getting a larger salary because
of the larger number of prisoners he
attended to. If we did not have these
gentlemen to attend services and louk
after the spiritual welfarc of the prisoners
there would be no one to do it.  Prisoners
could not be marched out of the gaul o &
church, so we had to provide for instruc-
tors to go to the prisomn.

Mr. BATH : This was a matter that
should not be treated with levity, but it
was a reflection on every clergyman in the
metropolitan area when the Treasurer
said that unless we provided these sums
the prisoners would receive no spiritual
attention.

The Treasurer : No, we could not have
regular attendance every morning.

Mr. BATH : We had throughout the
metropolitan area a large number of
gentlemen who acted as censors of public
morals, and who throughout their minis-
tries were protected against every possi-
bility of want, and consequently werc able
to exercise the very desirable virtue of
Christian charity, and it was a reflection
to say that among them we could not find
some sufficiently interested in the prison-
ers to provide for the instruction in the
gaol.

Mr. Nanson : You could probably find
them, but it would be scarcely a iair deal
to expect them to work for nothing,.

Mr. BATH : Surely the hon. member
was aware of thre protestati m= thes made,

Mr. Nanson : The lahourer i< worthy of
his hire,

Me. BATH : Was Christle i
of hiv> ¥ If this was a
then the exponse eould be saved, hoeause
the veism s were hetter without it.

Tten. Warders, £8,335:

Mr. ANGWIN : Tf was explained in a
footnote that these warders were to have
sanitary services free. This was & recog-
niseld practice for years. but now the
Government had issued instructions that
the warders wereto pay theirown sanitary

Vil ter
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fees, amounting to abour 1. a4 weekvn a
warder’s salary.

The THEASURER : The reply in re-
gard to the superintendent applied here.
but this wors was now transferred to the
Medical Departiment and a regatation had
heen made that all olcers inust pay for
theseservices, However,duringthisyvara
certain number had received their services
free. just as the superintendent had.  In
future the serviees would he charged for.

Mr. ANGWIN @ The warders were now
paving the jees. Why were they doing
so when the higher ofticials were getting
their services free ¥

The TREASURER @ It was understoed
that they would be all on the same foot-
ing from the Ist July next.

Mr. BOLTOXN : Were they all on the
saine footing now ¥ It appeared to him
that the warders were being treated most
unfairly. and that the Committee were
being misled by the Fstimates. 'There-
might have been a mistake made in the
information provided by the superin-
tendent. but if the Minister knew all
about it. it was wrong that the treatment
meted ont to the warders should be
ditferent from that granted to the saper-
intendent.

The TREASURER: All would be
placed on the same footing dating as from
the Ist July next. If at present the
warders were payving and the superin-
tendent was not. then he must be placed
on the same footing in that respect as
thev were.  If the superintendent were
petting services free so  should  the
warders, '

Item. Medical Officer. Rottnest Gaol,
g£tio;

Mr. HEITMANN: Who was the
moediral officer undertaking the work

at the Rottnest gaol, and what were his
duties ¥

The TREASURER : DDr. Hope was the
medical officer there, and his duty was to
attend the prison at Rottnest onee a week
or once a fortnizht. He also went over
to the ganl whenever he was ealled upon.

Mr Undervood : 1 suppose it de-
peneds on the weather,

The TREASURER :  Nothing of the
sort. Dr. Hope was not afraid of any
weather, but went over there whenever
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he was called upon. e was one of the
most energetic officers in the service.
Vote put and passed.

Yote—Harbour and Light. £24,672:

Me. ANGWIN:  Complaint must be
made against the Covernment for not
having carried cut the promise made by
a former Clovernment that a representa-
tive of the workers. or the lumpers. at
‘Fremantle should be put on the Harbour
Trust. A new appointment was made
recently, and he would Jike to know what
special qualificatices the gentleman ap-
pointed possessed.  Pessibly he had no
better tuelificetions for the practical
working of the harbour than the other
members of the Trust., and if that were
so be possessed none at all.  The Cham-
bers of Commerce at Perth and Fre-
mantle had representatives on the Trust,
-also the Chamber of Mines and the
shipping interests, and it was only
fair that the workers should be repre-
sented also. 8Seeing that the Govern-
ment, or the officials were afraid of one
worker heing on a Trust of five members,
evidently they had a very small opinion
-of the other four. Why did not the Clov-
ernment extend to the workers the same
privilege the Premier said would be ex-
tended in connection with the Bunbury
Hearbour Board. by the appointment of
.8 worker as a member ¥ The reason was
that the Government did not intend that
the Trust should give fair play to the
‘workers, A few weeks ago one of the
workmen met with an accident which
debarred him from his employment for
about four weeks. JIf he had been work-
ing for a privaie firm due consideration
would have been given to him. but this
was not so in the case of the Trust, He

-was not entitled to compensation for two,

weeks. but fer the other two weeks
during which he was laid up he was
granted the magnificent sum of 6s. 3d.
as compensation. With regard to the
.appointment of a worker on the Trust.
he had written to the Minister at the time
of the recent appointment. and the
reasons given by the Minister in reply
were little short of an insult to the large
number of workers emploved on the
harbour. The Minister in his reply point-
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ot aut the large s earned by the depart-
ment and said, if a worker were appointed
on the heard. this amount of money would
soon be squandered. or they would take
advantage of the position they were
placed in to work contrary to the best
interests ¢of the harbour. Why could s
representative of the workers do this
more than a representative of the ship-
ping ccmbine or a repiresentative of the
merchants Tt showed clearly that the
Minister was afraid to appoint a
workers’  representative. because he
might have mere brains or more
persnasive powers and would over-
ride the other commissioners. Perhaps
the Minister might tell the Committee
what special qualifications were held by
the newly appoirted commissioner and
what his cduties were in connection with
shipping compenies previously. If the
workers had direct representation on the
Trust. the representative would assist the
Trust to a very great extent in carrying
out the work of the harbaur. The repre
sentative of the workers would have
practical knowledge. which none of the
commissioners possessed ; and the State
would thus gain considerably.

The PREMIER : To his recollection no
promise had been made that the workers
representative would be appointed. He
made that promise uboutl another harbour
but with regard to Fremantle he under-
stood that the board was practically the
same as it had been constituted during
the last three years, with the exception of
one gentleman who was appointed recent-
ly. Mr. Barker. In the opinion of those
responsible Mr. Barker had every qualifi-
eation requisite for making a useful
memher.

Myr. Bolton :
sible ?

The PREMIER : Thnse who were con-
sulted. the members of the hoard and
others competent to give information as
to this gentleman’s qualifications. Ter-
sonally. he had no knowledge of the acqui-
sition to the board, but he took the place
of Mr. Viles who resigned. The other
members had done good work and the
Ciovernment saw no reason for the alter-
ation of the personnel of the board.

Who were those respon-
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Itemn, Extra Labour, Penguin, £350 :

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Would the
Minister explain what this extra labour
was ?

The TREASURER : The extra labour
was required in connection with the inspec-
tion along the coast.

Item, Reserve light-keepers. temporary
labour, ete., £350:

Mr. HUDBON : A grievance had been
brought under his notice regarding the
treatment of the light-keeper at Esper-
ance. The man was employed there at a
rernuneration of ‘about £20, and for the
sake of another £10 he was placed in the
position that he was not able to leave
there, and thus he was practically thrown
upon the charity of the State. The
matter had been brought under notice,
but he took the present opportunity of
bringing it forcibly under the notice of the
departnient.

The Treusurer : Would the hon. mem-
ber see the Minister ?

Mr HUDSON: I have already seen
himn.

The Treasurer : The Colonial Secretary
gays that he has not been seen about it.

Ttem, Incidental, £2,580:

"Mr. HUDSON : There was necessity
for providing boats on the South-East
coast of the State. There were jetties at
every place, and there was very little 'in
the nature of life-saving apparatus. At
Esperance it was necessery that there
should be a boat provided which could be
placed in charge of the police so that in
case of accident—and several had oceur-
ed during the operations of a company
that was seeking for phosphates on the
islands—it might be of some assistance.
Several) accidents had happened at Hope-
toun and a man was killed there. The
difficulty of landing cargo there was well
known to the department, and there was
no hoat for use in bad weather.

The Treasurer : T have made a note of
it.

Vote put and passed. ’

Vote Lunacy, £27,012:

Mr. ANGWIXN : Had nothing been done
in regard 10 giving the attendants at the
Claremont Asylum the right of appeal in
respect to any dispute that might arise
between them and their superior officers.

[COUNCIL.

Papers presented.

For some years past he had been bringing -
this before the Minister, The objections -
alleged were that it was never done in any
of the other States, Yet in every other-
department of the service, the servants
had the right of appeal, while here one
man controlled the whole show, and his

" decision whether right or wrong was final.

The Minister refused to look at the
matter in a reasonable light. These
servants had been treated very unfairly
in the past. During the recent absence -
of the superintendent the officer acting in
his behalf had fined some of the girls so
much that even the superintendent on
his return sew fit to reduce the fine. Tt-
went to show the necessity for some court .
of appeal.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported,

House adjourned at 11.7 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Wednresday, 3rd February, 1909.

R Paow

Poper presented .. - 1868 -
Questions : Land Survey “before selectuon 1869
Observatory, Astronomical work 1869
Wotion : Police Conatable's widow, g'ratmby 1870
Bills : Health Act Amendment (Vn Messnge 1872

Supply, £492,747, 18, .- 1672 -
Vermin Boards, 311 ... 1872
Local Courts Act Amendment, Com, .. . 1872
Roads Closure, Com. ... 1875
Fire Brigndes Act Amendment, Com, | 1875
Health Act Amendment (Na. 3}, 2r. 1875

Motion : Land Settlement and Water Sul;;')ly s

The PRESIDENT touk the Chair af
430 p.m. and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the (olowmial Secretary: By-laws.
Goldfields Water Supply Administra-
tion,



